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I.  Subject  report  is  forwarded  for  review  and  evaluation  in  accordance 
with  paragraph  4b,  AR  525-15.  Evaluations  and  corrective  actions  should 
be  reported  to  ACSFOR  OT  UT,  Operational  Reports  Branch,  within  90  days 
of  receipt  of  covering  letter. 

2-  Information  contained  in  this  report  is  provided  to  insure  appropriate 
benefits  In  the  future  from  lessons  learned  during  current  operations  and 
may  be  adapted  for  use  In  developing  training  material. 
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•  *'  Operational  Report — Lessons  Learned- of  3d  Brigade,  9th  infer* i-- 
^  j  Division,  Period  Ending  31  January  1970,  RCS  CSPOR-6*  (H?)  (I  } 

Commanding  General,  25th  Infantry  Division,  ATTN:  AVDC-9*H,  APC  9<??5 

C«.inanding  General,  United  States  Army  Vietnas^  ATTN:  AVHGC-CST.  APC  °#'37* 

Conwarding  General,  United  States  Army  Pacific,  ATTN:  GFCP-OT,  ABO  965,><, 

§:■■■  ,■■■■■■■■■■■■  ‘  '  ' 
^  '  •  -  r  .  J 


f  (C)  Operations:  Significant  Activities 
a-  (C)  Introduction: 

(l)  During  the  reporting  period,  1  November  1969  -  31  January  1970, 
the  3d  Brigade,  9th  Infantry  Division  continued  operations  in  Long  An 
f-’v- vines  and  the  border  areas  of  the  four  adlacent  provinces;  Hau  Nghia, 
Gia  Dinh,  Dirh  Tuong  and  Kien  Tuong,  The  brigade  headouartars  remained 
at  Tan  An, 


(2)  The  3d  Brigade,  9th  Infantry  Division  mss  involved  in  combat 
operations  every  day  (92)  of  this  reporting  period.  There  «re  t»o  (?) 
twenty-fbur  (21)  hour  cease  fires  during  this  reporting  period;  2UP00F- 
2';ieC0H  December  1969  and  311800H  December  1969  -  OllPOOF  January  1Q70 

f  nly  base  defense  operations  sere  conducted  during  these  tw  periods 

(3)  During  this  reporting  psriod,  the  3d  Brigade,  9th  Infantry  Divis¬ 
ion  participated  in  Operation  Toan  Thang  (Phase  IV),  The  ob.lectiw  of 
Operation  Toan  Thang  IV  (Coeiplete  Victory)  ie  to  seek  out  the  enemy  with 
combined  operations  to  prevent  his  employment  of  men  and  ecuiprent 

b  (C)  Organ!  cation: 

(f)  The  3d  Brigade,  9th  Infantry  Division  was  organised  as  a  Separate 
tirht  Infantry  Brigade  on  20  July  1969,  Under  the  provisions  of  ISAPi'  'T 
2134,  dated  6  July  1969,  effective  20  July  1969,  the  following  units  %*.► 
»- signed  to  the  3d  Brigade,  9th  Infantry  Division: 


F  C  R  c  7  T 

'/S' 

Inc  I osure 


OOWNGWMB  AT  3  TIAt  fNTEIVAlS; 
DCUASStmo  AfTfl  12  Vf ASS. 

Ott  J200.I0 


Best  Available  Copy 
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AVBB-MH  1  February  1970 

SUBJECT;  Operational  Report — Leeeona  Learned  of  3d  Brigada,  9th  Infantry 
Dlviaion,  l*riod  Ending  31  January  1970,  RCS  CSFOR-65  (R2)  (U) 


UNIT 

OFF 

VC 

EKL 

Arc 

HBC,  3d  Brigmia,  9th  Infantry  Diviaion 

40 

8 

155 

2GB 

2d  Battalion,  47th  Infantry  (Mechanised) 

f 

6th  Battalion,  3 1st  Infantry 

40 

2 

865 

907 

43 

2 

875 

920 

2d  Battalion,  6Cth  Infantry 

43 

2 

875 

920 

5th  Battalion,  60th  Infantry 

43 

2 

875 

920 

2d  Battalion,  4th  Field  Artillery 

52 

3 

5P6 

641 

39th  Chemical  Detachment 

1 

/ 

5 

19th  Public  Information  Detachment 

2 

3 

5 

19th  Military  History  Detachment 

1 

1 

2 

264th  Field  Artillery  Detachment  (Radar) 

1 

7 

8 

45th  Infantry  Platcon  (Scout  Dog) 

1 

27 

28 

United  States  Army  Air  Cushion  Vehicle  Platoon 

2 

33 

35 

(2)  Additionally,  the  following  units  were  provisionally  organired 
assigned  to  the  3d  Brigade,  9th  Infantry  Division  under  the  provisions  c 
USARV  CD  2434,  dated  6  July  1969,  effective  20  July  1969: 

UNIT 

OFF 

ARC 

VC 

ENL 

ACG 

Composite  Service  Support  Battalion 
(P»v) 

41 

1 

9 

1 90 

Hi 

Headquarters  and  Headquarters 
Detachment  (Prov) 

12 

1 

53 

66 

Company  A  (Prov) 

12 

3 

177 

192 

Company  B  (Prov) 

9 

5 

184 

198 

Company  C  (Prov) 

8 

1 

76 

85 
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SUBJECT.  Operational  Report — Lessons 

Learned 

of  I 

id  Brigade, 

9th  Infantry 

Division,  Period  Endlry  31 

January 

1970 

,  RCS  CSPOR- 

-65  (R 2) 

(to 

Engineer  Company  (Prov) 

5 

1 6C 

if  5 

Signal  Company  (Prov) 

3 

99 

1 02 

Military  Police  Platoon  (Prov) 

1 

3° 

10 

MPQ-4  Radar  Detachment  (Prov) 

1 

P 

9 

Infantry  Platoon  (Combat  Tracker) 

(Prov) 

10 

10 

Campmogr,  Infantry  (Ranger)  (Prov) 

2 

59 

6l 

Military  Intelligence  Detachment 

(Prov) 

9 

2 

2i 

32 

f  February  1970 


(3)  Headquarters  and  Headquarters  Company,  3d  Brigade,  9tb  Infantry 
Division,  provisionally  reorganized  during  the  period  20  July  1969  to 
t  October  1969  under  the  provisions  of  USARV  00  2i 3k,  dated  6  July  1969, 
was  reorganized  linder  the  provisions  of  USARPAC  GO  705,  dated  24  ‘Ser+.prber 
1969,  effectiw  I  October  1969  The  unit  was  organized  under  VTCE  77-1C2T 
^AC  2/6#  Stren^t^i  authorization  regained  the  same  , 

(k)  Due  to  the  aircraft  configuration  (four  iOH'a  and  four  ITI-IB's)  a 
sixteen  man  augmentation  to  the  Brigade  Aviation  Section  is  authorised  under 
MTOE  77-102T 

(5)  On  20  July  1969,  operational  control  of  the  3d  Brigade,  9th  Infantry 
Division  was  given  to  the  Conmarding  General,  II  FPORCEV,  who  in  turn  placed 
the  3d  Brigade  under  the  operational  control  of  the  Cormanding  General,  P5th 
Infantry  Division, 


(6)  Effective  1  October  1969,  US ARP AC  GO  705,  dated  2k  September  i960. 


granted  authority  to  activate  and  organize  tne 
strengths  as  indicated; 

following  units  with 

manning 

UNIT 

OFF 

W) 

ENL 

A  rr, 

56th  Signal  Company 

3 

99 

102 

571  at  Engineer  Company 

5 

160 

165 

7  i 

99th  CS  Support  Battalion 

42 

9 

193 

544 

483d  Military  Police  Platoon 

1 

39 

40 
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AVBB-MH  1  Feh  ruary  1970 

SUBJECT;  Operational  Report — Leasona  Lear  red  of  3d  Brigade,  9th  Infantry 
Division,  FVrlod  Ending  3t  January  1970,  RCS  CSFOR-65  (R2)  Hi) 


65th  Infantry  Detacheiert  (Coftbat  TrncVer) 

10 

10 

Company  S,  75th  Infantry  (Ranger) 

2 

tr 

(  i 

493d  Military  Intelligence  Detachment 

9  2 

21 

32 

276th  Artillery  Detachment  (Radar) 

1 

P 

9 

(7)  Effective  t  October  1969,  USARV  00  Ll3 7,  dated  19  December  1969, 
further  assigned  units  (reference  paragraph  (6)  above)  fro*  USARV  to  the 
3d  Brigade,  9th  Infantry  Division,  with  no  change  to  authorised  wanning 
strengths 

(8)  Organisation  Structure  -  Inclosure  1 

(9)  Task  Organization  and  Unit  Locations  -  Inclosure  2 

( 10)  Roster  of  Key  Personnel  -  Incloaure  3 

(it)  Brigade  TAOI  -  Inclosuie  4 

c-  (C)  Personnel  and  Administration 

(1)  Maintenance  of  Unit  Strength  During  this  reporting  period  the 

3d  Brigade  experienced  a  general  reduction  in  enlisted  strength  as  a  result 
of  the  effort  to  reach  the  authorized  strength  level  Although  irore  replace¬ 
ments  were  received  duitng  this  period,  the  brigade  experienced  much  greater 
losses,  thus  permitting  the  reduction  in  strength  During  the  period  many 
of  the  remaining  persons'll  fro*  the  9th  Infantry  Division  who  had  elected 
to  remain  in  Vietnam  completed  their  toura  and  returned  tc  CCM'C,  thereby 
contributing  to  the  lowering  of  unit  strength  In  contrast  to  the  general 
reduction  in  enlisted  strength,  officer  and  warrant  officer  atrengths  shew  ' 
a  slight  increase.  Conwdssioned  officer  strength  averaged  about  i PCT  while 
warrant  officer  strength  averaged  about  102*?  for  the  period.  Casualty 
figures  for  this  period  were  slightly  lower  than  laat  period.  Inclosures 
5  and  6  depict  Brigade  Strength,  Replacements,  Rotatees  and  Casualties  for 
the  reporting  period. 

(2)  Personnel  and  Manpower  Management. 

(a)  Reenllstaenti  _T  During  the  iast  month  of  the  reporting  period 
there  waa  a  decline  in  the  number  of  f1  "st  term  reenlistmenta ,  This  can  tie 
attributed  to  two  main  factors:  Many  individuals  who  wjuld  have  reenliated 
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AVP.B-VH  /  t  February  *970 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned  of  3d  Brigade,  9th  Infantry 
Division,  Period  Ending  3 1  January  1970,  RCS  CSFOR-65  (Hf)  (f) 

in  January,  reanlisted  in  December  to  take  acvanta**  of  leave  during  Christ¬ 
mas;  speculation  about  redeployment  has  caused  a  number  of  personnel  to  put 
off  rea  nil  sting  for  otl«r  units  in  Vietnam  because  they  want  to  go  Ipme  with 
4  the  3d  Brigade 

2  Continued  emphasis  by  the  brigade's  full-time  career  counselors  i« 

>  being  placed  on  giving  information  about  Army  career  opportunities  to  the 

individual  soldier- 

2>  In  addition,  several  projects  were  developed  to  improve  cormand 
interest  in  the  ree nil stn e rit  program  at  all  levels.  These  include  a  reen¬ 
listment  newsletter  new  being  distributed  monthly  and  a  Department  of  tbs 
Army  Fact  Sheet  describing  redeployment  criteria  which  was  distributed  to 
each  soldier  in  the  brigade  in  order  to  reduce  the  amount  of  speculation 
about  redeployment  and  possible  curtailment  of  Vietnam  tours. 

U:  First  Term  Reenlistment  statistics  are  listed  in  Inciosure  7, 

(b)  During  the  period,  two  major  projects  were  completed: 

U  The  AG  Records  Management  team  visited  each  unit  in  the  brigade 
and  assisted  each  assigned  individual  in  updating  the  information  in  his 
DA  Form  201  File, 

2.  The  AG  Strength  Management  team  visited  each  unit  In  the  brigade 
and  assisted  unit  clerks  in  correcting  and  updating  unit  strength  reports. 

(3)  Development  and  Maintenance  of  Morale, 

(a)  Special  Services  Activities, 

_t®  The  following  USO  show3  were  provided  during  the  period: 

The  Tony  Diamond  USO  Show 
Boxing  Champions  Handshake  Tour 
Tom  Tulle y  Handshake  Tour 

The  New  Christy  Minstrels  and  Sally  Blair  USO  Show 
The  Holiday  Soul  Special  USO  Show 
Johnny  Grant  Handshake  Tour 
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AVHP-MH  .  1  February  lr-7f 

y'WW'  Orv»r?r}on«1  Rejxjrt — Lessons  Learned  of  3d  Brigade,  9th  Infantry 
Division,  Period  Finding- 31  January  1970,  RCS  CSFCR-65  (R?)  O')’ 

'Ihe  Pi  1 1  ■■  :  '  '  :<0  Show 

The  Dean  Davis  &  Paula  Stieff  USO  Show 

2,  Rest  &nd  Recuperation  (R  it  R)  Allocations  and  Utilization: 


OUT-OF-COUNTRY 

November 

December 

January 

Allocations 

152 

503 

396 

Utilised 

511 

199 

151 

Percentage 

1-13* 

99* 

112.* 

IN-COUNTRY 

•  November 

December 

January 

Allocations 

118 

181 

iPl 

Utilized 

118 

181 

181 

Percentage 

100% 

100* 

10C* 

Special  Services 

Movies: 

Number  Shown 

Attendance 

November 

712 

23,201 

December 

719 

21,129 

Januj_*y 

76 1 

29,312 

Total 

2,252 

79,912 

(b)  Postal  .Activities, 

During  the  period,  APO  96371  received  the  annual  postal  inspection 
and,  on  a  rating  system  of  Satisfactory  or  Unsatisfactory,  was  given  a 
Satisfactory  rating, 

2,  The  following  statistics  indicate  the  amount  of  business  conducted 
by  APO  96371  during  the  reporting  period: 
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AV8B-MN  1  February  1970 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report — Lessons  Learned  of  3d  Brigade,  9th  Irfart.ry 
Division,  Period  Eitfing  31  January  1970,  RCS  CSFCR-65  (R2)  (U) 

Noverr.be  i  December  January 

Money  Order  Sale*  $256,572,02  $239, @91,39  $137,359^38 

Stamp  Sales  $  7,842,00  $10,474.00  $  5, 711, CO 

Kail  Received  289,362  lba  294,221  lba  101,672  lb  a 

Mail  Diepatcbed  44,896  lbs.  76  ,  535  lbs  50,391  lbs 

All  postal  activities  increased  greatly  during  this  period  due  to 
the  Thanksgiving,  Christmas  and  ffew  Years  holidays, 

(c)  Awards  and  Decorations,  Awards  presented  to  3d  Brigade  personnel 
appeared  to  increase  greatly  since  the  last  period;  however,  this  is  actually 
due  to  the  establishment  of  the  Brigade  AG  Awards  and  Decorations -Section 
and  the  stabilization  of  the  awards  processing  system  after  the  disruptive 
effects  of  the  9th  Division  redeployment  during  the  previous  period.  Awards 
presented  during  this  period  are  listed  in  Inclosure  8, 

(d)  Chaplain  Activities, 

_1.  In  November,  chapels  were  completed  at  Tan  Tru  and  Can  Ciuoc, 

2,  Two  new  chaplains  joined  the  brigade  during  the  period,  one  Presby¬ 
terian  and  the  other  Baptist. 

Numerous  special  services  were  conducted  at  Thanksgiving  and  Christ¬ 
mas  at  all  of  the  3d  Brigade  base  camps, 

Jfc,  Total  services  for  the  period  were  411  with  attendance  of  7902, 

(c)  Surgeon  Activities,  During  this  reporting  period,  the  Brigade 
Surgeon's  Office  has  taken  steps  to  improve  its  capability  of  detecting 
parasitic  diseases  such  as  malaria  and  has  also  coordinated  with  the  9th 
Kedieal  Laboratory  for  support  in  drug  sensitivity  testing  of  re  sistant 
strains  of  VD-causing  bacteria  A  program  has  been  initiated  tc  assist 
in  tuberculosis  screening  for  the  Vietnamese  National  Police  Forces 
Statistics  on  significant  medical  cases  during  the  period  are  presented 
in  Inclosura  9,  In  general  the  figures  are  much  higher  than  these  of  the 
previous  period.  This  is  explained  by  the  fact  that  reporting  procedures 
have  stablized  no*  after  the  initial  disruption  caused  by  the  redeploys  .c 
of  the  9th  Divis.  on  and  the  formation  of  the  3d  Brigade  as  a  separate  brigade 
As  a  result  of  this,  more  complete  and  accurate  reports  were  received  during 
th/3  current  reporting  period. 
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AV3-W!  1  February  197C 

i."JDJECT:  0  ■-iraAienal  Report — Lao-cna  Learrwd  of  3d  Brigade,  9th  Infant ry 
Division,  Period  Ending  31  January  1970,  RCS  C3FCR-65  (R2)  (C) 

(f)  Finance  Activities.  The  Brigade  Finance  Section  has  continued 
to  provide  complete  financial  services  throughout  t! is  reporting  period 
Duri'ii  the  period  the  following  significant  activities  also  occurred: 

j,.  All  the  MFC  aeries  66 1  which  had  been  taken  out  of  circulation  i.i 
August  1969,  was  verified  and  destroyed, 

2,  W-2  Forms  for  all  members  of  the  command  were  prepared  and  plactc. 
in  v*ach  individual’s  Finance  Records. 

.4)  h&intenance  of  Discipline,  Law  and  Order, 

(a)  Provost  Marshal. 

During  the  period  the  Military  Police  continued  to  conduct  joint 
petrels  *ith  the  Vietnamese  Military  Police  and  National  Police.  This  has 

^n  t.c  be  a  very  effective  means  of  maintaining  good  raprort  with  Vie*  - 
r.o  e se  authorities  and  also  provides  a  good  image  of  mutual  cooperation  to 
tin*  Victuarese  citizens. 

2,  Continued  emphasis  has  been  placed  on  marijuana  suppression.  The 
Criminal  Investigation  Section  conducts  lectures  for  all  replacement  ’per¬ 
sonnel  and  has  given  guidance  to  the  Brigade  Drug  Suppression  Committee, 

:  \  -.jell  as  to  commanders  and  senior  NCO's. 

2.  Statistics  or  offenses  committed  during  the  reporting  period  are 
listed  in  Inclosure  10,  Traffic  Accidents  are  listed  in  Inclosure  11, 

t 

(b)  Staff  Judge  Advocate. 

1=  During  the  reporting  period  the  following  number  and  types  of  cr-u.tt- 
mai-tial  ’.«re  processed  and  tried: 

1  Summary  Court-Martial 

47  Special  Courts-Martial 

1  General  Court-Martial 

3  Special  Courts-Martial  authorized  to  h  no ■ 

Bad  Conduct  Discharge 

2*  During  the  period  the  SJA  reviewed  304  Non judicial  Punishments 
under  the  provisions  of  Article  15,  l£KJ,  against  personnel  as  followi : 
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*  F -> «  !  h'er-r  ji.rv  ' 

vPJ.PCT:  Lpeiational  Report — Lessors  Learned  of  3d  Brigade,  9th  Irfarrtry 
Division,  Period  Ending  31  January  1970,  RCS  CSPOR-65  (Rp)  Or) 

63  Enlisted  Personnel,  grade  E-5  and  above 

2u  1  Enlieted  Peraomsl,  g^ade  E-A,  and  beiow 

2  During  tiiC  fwricd  the  L J A  .doc  harrJ'ed  lersi  matters,  aijch  at, 
-.sills,  powers  of  attorney,  citizenship,  truces,  civil  suits,  and  counseling 
f  pc  ;•*<.  - r.  i  *1  ;.c ."irs-t'j  or  suspected  of  :rir!r.fll  acts 

(O  Hoade,  carters  ComnariJant  /Activities,  pjrirtg  the  reporting-  prrir.d 
cv,e  3d  Brigade  has  had  four  different  officers  as  Feado'-artera  Ccnttardant 

(a)  Security  Bunkers  on  the  perimeter  have  been  reinforced  and  in 
some  cases,  rebuilt.  Chain  link  fence  has  been  secured  and  is  being  in- 
•tailed  as  protection  against  B-AO  rockets.  New  primary  and  alternate 
claymore  positions  have  been  established  and  the  compound  has  been  rinped 
with  chain  link  fence,  The  perimeter  lights  have  been  relocated  and  addi¬ 
tional  lights  added  so  as  to  give  the  guards  greater  fields  of  vision 
forward  of  the  wire  at  night. 

(b)  Sanitation.  New  drainage  systems  have  been  constructed  to  drain 

standing  water  off  the  compound  and  fill  has  been  brought  in  to  fill  in 
depressions,  thus  preventing  the  accumulation  of  stagnant  water  Latrine 
facilities  have  been  relocated  and  stringent  measures  have  l^en  taken  t, 
insure  the  rapid  elimination  of  waste  material  and  the  '■•jeuur, 

latrines, 

(c)  Roads  in  the  headquarters  area  have  been  regraded,  filled  in  with 
rock  and  sealed  j  r.  order  oo  keep  dust  to  a  minimum  during  the  dry  season 
and  eliminate  erosion  during  the  monsoon  season 

d  (C)  Intelligence; 

( 1 )  Discussion: 

(a)  General;  Enemy  activity  against  US  Forces  in  Long  An  Province 
during  this  reporting  period  continued  at  a  level,  .he  Dong  Xwar. 
Offensive  in  mid-November  war  directed  mainly  at  OVN  elements  with  a 
moderate  high  point  occurring  between  6  November  and  9  November  Generali; 
enemy  forces  engaged  in  scattered,  low  level  attacks  by  fire  against,  iso¬ 
lated  targets  of  opportunity  and  concentrated  on  disrupting  the  OVN  Pacifi¬ 
cation  Program  The  enemy  has  placed  greater  emphasis  on  earner  tactics 
as  shown  by  the  formation  of  the  K?  NVA  Sapper  Battalion,  1st  Ind  ,WA 
Regiment  which  is  composed  of  three  sapper  companies  and  a  head  art .e<.- 
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section  Throughout  the  province,  tl«  iacK  of  effective  rear  service 
support  has  hsmpered  enemy  capabilities  aeverly.  Main  force  unite  have 
received  only  acattored  replacements  a:d  have  difficulty  recrultirg  A c  *■  i " 
tie  province,  To  counter  this  reality,  the  enemy  nay  have  combined  ♦  .-o 
main  force  unite  into  one  as  shown  by  the  possible  rnerrer  of  the  76'  MF 
Battalion  with  the  let  Long  An  MF  Bettalion  lr.  Can  Oiuoc  District  Local 
force  companies  are  aleo  lacking  replacements  and  rear  service  surport. 

Thee#  companies  are  mainly  serving  es  locel  security  and  coirmo-liaisen  P 
replacement*  from  Cmbodie . 

(b)  Novembers  Activity  during  the  north  of  Novenbor  was  MrhligKwO 
by  a  planned  enemy  mid-November  offensive  known  es  V-Usy  In  addition,  t 
PV  from  the  let  lx id  NVA  Regiment  spoke  of  the  Dong  Xuen  Offensive  wHrl 
wee  to  start  on  6  November  anl  to  last  three  months-  However,  the  offensive 
wee  of  low  intensity  es  the  enemy  conducted  attacks  by  fire  directed  against 
scattered  RF,  PF  and  ARVN  unite.  The  enemy  launched  twenty-two  stacks  by 
fire  ageinst  CYN  Clemente  from  6  November  to  9  November. 

On  14  Nobember,  vie  X3741649,  A/6-3 1st  Inf  contacted  the  enemy  resulting 
in  ten  NVA  KIA.  Doeunents  captured  in  the  area  identified  the  MI  Section, 
SR3,  and  the  520  MF  Battalion, 

On  15  November,  vie  X56C2594,  D/6-3  let  Inf  and  A/2-47th  Inf  engaged 
the  enemy  resulting  in  seven  NVA  KIA.  Captured  documents  identified  the 
X6  NVA  Battalion,  1st  Ind .  NVA  Regiment. 

On  19  November,  vie  XS474830,  Recon/6-3 1st  Inf  working  with  ACV's 
found  e  cache  containing  357  pound*  of  TNT,  30  82bb  mortar  rounds,  72  RPG-2 
round*,  74  rifle  grenades,  160  Chicom  grenades,  5000  AK-47  rounds,  P2  82mm 
mortar  fuzes  and  100  blasting  cape. 

In  e  scattered  contact  on  28  -  30  November,  vie  XS685P,  2-47th  In f 
engagM  the  enemy  resulting  in- 18  enemy  KIA  and  four  prisoner*.  The  PWs 
stated  that  two  aid  stations  had  been  destroyed  in  the  contact.  Also, 
eaptured  in  the  contact  area  ware  large  amounts  of  food,  medical  aunpliea, 
documents  and  other  gooda-  Ths  IVe  identified  the  C3 '3  Chau  Thanh  j_PC:  C2? 
Medical  Company,  1st  Ind  NVA  Regiment j  and  ths  Mlnh  Phuoc  Medical  Section. 

(e)  December:  Ehemy  initiated  activity  reached  a  low  point  during  the 
month  of  December,  Enemy  activity  was  characterized  by  limited  attacks  by 
fire  and  harasalng  actions.  Direct  contact  with  US  or  ARVft  forces  was 
avoided  as  the  enemy  remained  dispersed,  The  main  emphasis  of  enemy  activi¬ 
ty  wee  focused  on  the  GVN  Pacification  Program  and  isolated  RP/FF  outposts. 
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On  t2  December,  vie  XS598590,  Ranger  Team  21  contacted  the  enemy  result¬ 
ing  in  one  enemy  KIA,  The  contact  continued  with  6-3 1st  Inf,  3-17th  Cav  and 
Navy  gunships  resulting  in  20  additional  enemy  KIAa,  four  Y-5L  pistols,  two 
AK-4 7s,  one  complete  102E  Chiccm  radio,  one  K-63  raoio  and  miscellaneous 
documents  captured,  and  one  Hoi  Chanh  who  rallied  for  the  C20  Signal  Company, 
1st  Ind.  NVA  Regiment,  Documents  taken  from  a  KIA  identified  the  1st  Ind. 

NVA  Regiment  Ordnance  Section.  Those  documents  gave  the  strengths  and 
weapons  rostors  of  the  infantry  battalions  of  the  regiment  and  some  r.urpr.rt 
companion . 

(d‘  January:  During  the  month  of  January,  there  was  somewhat  of  an 
increase  in  enemy  activity  The  erwmy  attempted  to  resupply  main  force 
units  a:d  the  1st  Irr.  NVA  Regiment  in  preparation  for  a  possible  7et  Cf'Vn- 
sive  beginning  in  early  February.  Generally,  limited  attacks  by  fire, 
harassment  nncS  anti-pacification  operations  continued  r.t  apt '•nj.icstely  the 
same  level  as  during  tho  provious  months  of  the  reporting  period-  The  most 
significant  contact  w;a  the  identification  of  a  r.ew  sapper  battalion  of  the 
1st  Ind-.  NVA  Regiment . 

(2)  Enemy  Order  of  Battle: 

(a)  Recapitulation:  During  thi3  reporting  period,  V7/MYA  wo:  bat  effec¬ 
tiveness  continued  to  deteriorate.  The  enemy's  rear  service  vws  scwrly 
restricted,  resulting  in  critically  low  strengths  of  many  VC/NVA  unite,  As 
a  result,  the  1st  Ind,  NVA  Regiment,  despite  it3  own  manpower  problems,  of 
necessity  became  the  dominate  enemy  force  in  Long  An  Province,  All  main 
force  units  remained  dispersed,  estensibly  to  wait  for  reinforcements  and 
to  avoid  contacts  that  would  further  drain  their  strengths  and  supplies, 

Local  force  companies,  also  crippled  by  low  strength,  were  used  as  guides 
and  as  security  forces  for  the  main  force  battalions  and  1st  Ind,  NVA 
Regiment  units. 

The  6th  MF  Battalion  of  SR2  was  identified  in  a  contact  on  5  December, 
vie  XS63691A,  resulting  in  four  enemy  KIA  and  two  FWs-  Another  PW,  Nguyen 
Van  Bay,  C2  Commanding  Officer  who  was  captured  on  3  January,  vie  XS6B5P17, 
bm  B/3-17th  C&v  revealed  that  his  battalion  was  almost  exclusively  NVA, 

Bay  was  apparently  made  a  comnany  commander  solely  because  he  was  a  member 
of  the  Communist  Party,  He  had  no  knowledge  of  his  battalion's  AO  nor  did 
he  have  ary  experience  with  maps. 

Thu  30?  MF  Battalion  remained  in  Ba  Thu,  Cambodia  and  has  remained  out 
of  significant  contacts  sir.ee  3  August  1969,  On  20  January  a  rail ior  iden¬ 
tified  the  battalion,  although  he  had  net  seen  his  unit  sirce  March  1969 < 
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The  1st  Ird„  NVA  Regiment  to  accomplish  goals  set  within  its  area  of 
operation  was  forced  to  take  over  almost  all  offensive  actions  in  SR3  To 
help  accomplish  this  end,  the  K7  NVA  Sapper  Battalion  we3  organized  in  n* 
Thu,  Cambodia  during  July  1969  and  was  infilitrated  sometime  in  the  fall 

of  1969 f  The  new  sapper  battalion  was  not  identified  in  a  contact  until 

12  January  when  Rocori/6-3 1st  Inf  captured  one  PW  vie  XS 599593  <  The  Ftf 
stated  that  the  K7  Battalion  is  composed  of  three  companies;  the  C25  C 
Company  which  operates  with  the  K5  Inf  Battalion,  vie  XS855968,  C2 5  B 

Company  which  operates  with  the  K 6  NVA  Battalion,  vie  XS52.60,  C25  A  Com¬ 

pany  which  operates  with  the  K4  Battalion,  vie  XS6568,  and  a  headquarters 
section,  vtc  XS6260, 

The  21 1  Sapper  MF  Battalion  was  identified  only  once  during  the  report¬ 
ing  period  when  B  &  Recon/6-3  1st  Inf  captured  documents  on  27  January,  vie 
XS7l06i6,  In  geasral,  the  subordirite  companies  of  the  21*  Sapper  Battalion 
remained  dispersed  in  an  effort,  to  (ionserve  strength, 

H 

Tl*?  265MF  Battalion  was  enpaved  'in  a  series  of  small  but  draining 
contacts.  Tie  lack  of  men  bee -ma  so  critical  that  sometime  towards  the 
end  of  l969>>  the  265  MF  Battalion  may  have  been  absorbed  by  the  1st  Long 
An  MF  Battalion,  The  1st  Long  An  MF  Battalion  along  with  the  2d  Long  An. 
Battalion  and  the  Dong  Phu  Battalion  remained  dispersed  awaiting  reinforce¬ 
ments  and  supplies.  The  1st  Long  An  MF  Battalion  in  particular  reportedly 
has  not  received  supplies  since  October  1969 ^ 

The  520  MF  Battalion  at  the  beginning  of  the  reporting  period  was  one 
of  the  strongest  battalions  in  SP.3,  although  it  had  only  175  men.  j  At  pres¬ 
ent  it  has  no  more  than  50  members  as  indicated  by  a  PW  captured  by  118th 
ARC  on  13  January,  vie  XS732647,  Repeated  contacts  in  the  month  of  Decem¬ 
ber  accounted  for  most  of  the  loss  of  men. 

Almost  all  Identification  of  local  force  companies  came  from  rblliers 
who  reported  low  strength  and  illness  in  their  units.  Generally,  local 
force  companies  have  been  relegated(to  guiding  main  force  units  along 
lines  of  communication,  emplacing  booby  traps,  and  conducting  local 
security,  v  1 

During  the  months  of  December  and  January,  there  has  been  a  marked 
decrease  xn  the  number  of  enemy  initiated  incidents.  This  may  be  an  attempt 
on  the  part  of  the  enemy  to  concern  his  forces  while  he  tries  to  rearm 
and  strengthen  his  forces  for  offensive  operations  sometime  just  pfior  to 
and/or  just  after  Tet  1970,  Documents,  PWs  and  agent  reports  have  all 
indicated  that  elements  of  the  1st  Ind,  NVA  Regiment  have  been  assigned 
the  mission  of  attacking  key  US  and  GVN  outposts  in  this  coming  hi^hpoint. 
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la  th“  **  K7  EVA  Sapper  Battalion.  TM a  la  further 
fQr^tlt>n  °f  PoUcy  of  causing  aa  much  damage  on  Merrily 

forces  aa  passible  while  exposing  himself  to  a  minimum  extant  ' 

(b)  Currant  Holdings: 


LOCATION 


COCPD 


tat  Ind ,  ETA  Rest. 

XI  NVA  Bs 
K5  NVA  Bn 
X6  EVA  Bn 
K7  NVA  Sapper  Bn 

Esin  gores  Bnts 
Dong  Pbn  ME  Bn 
Long  An  City  fcres 
1st  Long  An  ME  Bn 
2*  Long  An  ME  Bn 
3d  Arty  KF  Bn 
6tb  ME  Bn 
211th  Sapper  ME  Bn 
265th  EE  Bn 
308th  BF  Bn 
520th  EE  Bn 

Local  Eores  Connanles 
Cl  Ben  Thu  LEC 
C2  Ben  Tbo  LEC 
CT  Can  Duoe  LEC 
C2  Can  Duoe  LFC 
Ct  Can  duoe  LEC 
C2  Tan  Tru  LEC 
C313  Chan  Thanh  LEC 
C3U  Tan  Tru  LFC 

(3)  Discussion  of  I 


910  NVA 
150  NVA 
150  EVA 
150  NVA 
190  NVA 


64  VC/EVA 
23  VC/EVA 
100  VC/BVA 
70  VC/EVA 

50  vc/bva 
140  VC/EVA 
120  VC/EVA 

50  vc/m 
110  vc/m 
40  vc/m 


25  vc/bva 
28  vc/m 

2  VC/EVA 
12  VC/BVA 
10  VC/NVA 

15  vc/m 

22  VC/BVA 
14  VC/BVA 


23  Jan  PW 
TO  Jan  HC 
14  Jan  Doc 
26  Jan  Doc 


25  Jan  Doe 
30  Sap  HC 
23  Jan  PW 
21  Jan  PW 

19  Jan  ft 
3  Jan  PW 

27  Jan  Doc 

20  Dae  PW 
20  Jan  HC 
13  Jan  PW 


Eastern  Raeh  Elan  IS  667’ 

T*n  Tru  XS  5970 

Blnh  Phuoc  IS  6060 

Raeh  Xlan„  Tan  Tru  A  Pinh 
Pfruoc 


iteatam  Can  01  doc 
Eastern  Binh  Phuoc 
Eastern  Can  Cluoc 
Western  Can  Cluoc 
Dispersed  lr  SR3 
Due  Boa 

Dispersed  In  SP3 
Eastern  Can  Cluoc 
Ba  Thu,  Cambodia 
Western  Can  Duoc 


Bay  HC  Southern  Ben  Luc 

t  Jnn  IE  Southeast  Thu  Thus 

.  Jan  HC  Central  Can  Duoe 

Jan  HC  Central  Bach  Elen 

Nov  Doc  Western  Can  duoe 

tfov  HC  Southern  Tan  Tru 

fcv  PW  Northern  Blrh  Phuoc 
Jan  HC  Central  Tan  Tru 


XS  P073 
XS  r46l 
XS  P872 

XS  7975 
XS  6590 
XS  P66l 

xs  736/ 


X5  5B77 
XS  5C7/. 
XS  7662 
XS  7270 
XS  7671 
XS  6963 
XS  6458 
XS  6364 


Techniques  and  Tactics; 


lo„  £Tiod‘  8r*»7  Initiated  activity  remained  at  • 

£  D*“afc‘5r  “*  th8  "rat  see*  of  Janu¬ 

ary  aara  p«ticuL«*ly  ciaractariud  by  vary  fha  aggressive  enemy  actions, 

•mJZl  ^  wrAinuad  to  raflact  the 

objectives  *f  eoiAiiming  only  stand-off  attacks  by  fire  of  a  lou 
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iAeneity  aimed  primarily  at  isolated  OVN  outposts  and  poorly  defended 
hanlets.  His  tendency  to  avoid  contact  is  a  function  of  his  Inability  to 
resupply  and  recruit  nee  members.  IE  and  GVN  interdictory  operations  ha\w 
placed  tremendous  pressure  on  the  enemy's  logistical  and  infiltration  routes, 
forcing  him  to  conserve  his  resources. 

In  addition,  the  enemy  is  gradually  losing  his  maaerous  hiding  places 
and  security  of  his  lines  of  communication  as  the  pacification  effort  spre.Jj 
throughout  the  province.  He  can  consider  but  few  places  free  to  conceal 
himself  from  the  ever  increasing  mxnbers  of  GVN  forces  as  outposts  are  being 
built  in  areas  once  considered  enemy  controlled.  As  s  result,  he  has 
idcpted  the  concapt  of  increased  sapper  operations  which  involve  only  a 
few  personnel  exposed  at  s  time  to  recon,  plan  and  conduct  attacks  while 
the  main  body  remains  dispersed 

Thi-J  sort  of  sapper  activity  wav  demonstrated  effectively  by  an  atta: 
cr.  th«  lan  Tru  Dieuricu  Artillery  Ccm’j.'ound  on  T9  No/emLer  involving  ar. 
esi  'mauad  squad  of  sapors.  They  entered  the  compound  through  the  wire, 
killed,  several  ARVN  soldiers,  destroyed  the  fire  coordination  center  and 
one  artillery  piece  before  being  killed  themselves.  The  concentration  on 
sapper  operations  is  further  reflected  by  the  presence  of  the  newly  organ- 


ised  K7  NVA  Sapper  Battalion,  1st  Ind.  NVA 

Regiment , 

(4) 

Recapitulation  of  Enemy  Losses: 

NCVSfflER 

D^CINBER 

JAHITART 

KIA 

387 

357 

338 

Detainees 

108 

74 

68 

PW 

13 

12 

12 

HC 

u 

3 

4 

C/S  Vfpna 

4 

2 

7 

S/A  Wpna 

87 

75 

64 

HS  Am 

375 

202 

60 

Kina  a 

197 

68 

59 

Grain 

.045  Ton 

3.54  Ton 

.015  Ton 

Smapana 

8 

6 

13 

Structures 

20 

16 

11 

Burtcsrs 

222 

353 

268 

(5) 

Intelligence  Sources  end  Assets: 

* 

(a) 

Significant  Activitiea  and  New  Techniques  in  the 

Are*  of  Counter 

intelligence: 
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The  Counterintelligence  Section  (CIS)  in  keeping  with  its  basic 
mission,  employed  during  the  reporting  period  six  coded  sources*  four  on- 
post  informants  (located  at  Tan  An  Main  Base  and  Tan  An  Airfield)  and  three 
casual  sources  for  the  reporting  of  intelligence ,  The  sources  employed  by 
the  CIS  produced  18 6  reports  during  the  reporting  period..  These  reports 
resulted  in  81  enemy  KIA,  one  FW»  eight  detainees*  15  pounde  of  docim-onts 
and  a  quantity  of  enemy  equipment*  including  the  following: 

10  AK47's 

6  K51»8 

1  SXS 

1  RPG  MG 

2„  Copies  of  all  reports  have  been  furnished  to  S2,  3d  Brigade*  9th 
Infantry  Division*  2~4th  Artillery,  and  E  Company*  75th  Infantry  (Ranger), 
These  units*  or  units  under  their  control  have  provided  the  combat  response 
to  intelligence  reports, 

^  During  this  reporting  period,  CIS  initiated  close  cooperation  with 
the  S5o  3d  Brigade,  9th  Infantry  Division,  Through  coordination  with  the 
S5  office,,  the  CIS  has  been  informed  of  all  ICAP  missions  of  the  3d  Brigade, 
The  CIS  has  provided  Special  Agent  and  Interpreter  personnel  for  support  of 
ICAF  missions.  As  a  result,  CIS  has  been  solicited  for  suggestions  on  modi¬ 
fications  in  ICAP  procedures  which  would  maximize  the  intelligence  gathering 
potentials  of  such  missions.  These  suggestions  will,  it  is  anticipated* 
result  in  increased  production  of  intelligence  from  tills  area.  In  January, 
CIS  employed  its  first  Tiger  Scout,  Working  exclusively  for  CIS,,  the  Scout 
has  led  combat  units  against  intelligence  targets.  The  results  of  this  new 
program  have  been  cost  gratifying.  In  two  such  strikes  guided  by  the  CIS 
Tiger  Scout,  elements  of  the  2-4?th  Inf  produced  12  enemy  KIAS  two  VCI 
eliminated  and  quantities  of  weapons,  documents  and  medical  supplies 
confiscated.  In  a  further  effort  to  aid  the  effectiveness  of  combat 
responses  to  intelligence  reports,  the  CIS  has,  where  applicable,  provided 
a  coded  source*  accompanied  by  a' special  agent*  to  fly  in  the  C  &  C  hell-5* 
copter  during  strikes.  This  technique  precludes  compromise  of  either  source 
or  special  agent  and  neither  are  in  the  area  of  conflict.  The  presence  of 
the  source  and  special  agent  in  an  advisory  capacity  to  the  commander  has 
produced  excellent  results.  Cooperation  with  the  525th  MI  Section  in  Long 
An  Province  has  provided  valuable  verification  of  CIS  reports  and  on  occa¬ 
sion*  supplemental  information.  Liaison  with  the  advisors  to  the  Vietnamese 
National  Police,  and  through  them  with  OSA  and  MSS  personnel  has  provided 
CIS  with  other  extremely  useful  source  information.  Cooperation  has  also 
been  established  with  US  Navy  Intelligence  and  SEAL  Teat.s  located  at  Per 
Luc,  The  14th  ARVN  MI  has  continued  to  work  very  closely  with  CIS,  Mutual 
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exchange  of  information  has  onhanced  tho  functioning  of  botl'  erga nidations . 

(b)  The  Prisoner  Interrogation  Section: 

During  the  reporting  period,  the  I?W  Section  processed  a  total  of  250 
detaineos.  Of  this  total,  123  wore  classified  Innocent  Civilians,  69  wre 
classified  Civil  Defendant,  37  were  classified  PWo  and  21  were  classified 
as  Hoi  Chanhs.  In  addition,  the  section  processed  112  batches  of  captured 
docunents  of  which  eight  were  of  significant  tactical  value  and  approximately 
6Q£  contained  information  useful  to  Order  of  Battle.  At  the  same  time, 
approximately  650  pounds  of  captured  material,  consisting  primarily  of 
captured  weapons,  clothing  and  equipment  were  processed, 

(6)  Significant  Activities  and  New  Techniques  in  the  Area  of  Aerial 
Reconnaissance: 

(a)  The  Imagery  Interpretation  Section,  consistent  with  its  basic 
mission,  accomplished  the  following  during  the  reporting  period:  77  aerial 
photographic  missions  were  received  and  plotted,.  From  these  missions  a 
total  of  34  photo  interpretation  reports  were  prepared  and  disseminated, 

A  total  of  65  Red  Haze  sorties  were  received,  read  out,  and  their  results 
disseminated.  Also  65  airborne  Sensor  Interpretation  reports  were  prepared 
and  disseminated.  In  response  to  specific  requests,  the  II  Section  prepared 
five  photo  masaics,  16  special  targeting  overlays,  one  trail  overlay,  dis¬ 
tributed  five  photo  enlargments  of  base  camps,  and  flew  two  aerial  photo 
missions, 

(b)  Thirty-four  photographic  missions  have  been  cut  and  packaged  with 
field  plots  for  dissemination  to  3d  Brigade  units, 

(c)  During  the  reporting  period,  the  II  Section  assumed  responsibility 
for  photo  planning  and  requesting.  All  brigade  units  and  separate  or  attached 
units  subuit  tieir  requests  for  aerial  photography  through  S2  Air  (Bde)  to 
the  II  Section  or  directly  to  the  II  Section,  The  II  Section  then  prepares 

a  formal  photo  request  and  forwards  it  to  G2  Air,  II  FPORCEV  where  it  is 
assigned  to  either  an  Air  Force  or  Army  flying  unit. 

(7)  Weather  and  Terrain: 

During  the  reporting  period,  the  weather  changed  from  wet,  monsoon 
conditions  to  the  dry  season.  As  the  flooded  plains  dry,  both  enemy  end 
friendly  forces  are  able  to  conduct  more  extensive  ground  movement. 
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As  the  paddies  dry  arrl  the  water  table  lowers,  more  hiding  places  it. 
acceoalb’.o  to  the  enemy,  and  he  is  able  to  make  more  effective  ore  of  h  r 
traps.  This  countered  by  the  ability  of  friendly  units  to  corrir.-r  i  ,r,*r 
field  operations  without  being  plagued  as  much  by  immersion  font  -s  by 
increasing  mechanized  operation*.  Also  with  a  decrease  in  moisture  --res 
a  corresponding  decrease  in  early  morning  fog  which  significantly  i~-r.  v. 
the  capability  for  night  and  early  morning  airmobile  operatione 

(fi)  Enemy  Capabilities,  Vulmrahilities  and  Possible  Cc.rr:.e  of  Act1.. 

(a)  The  enemy  has  the  capability  to: 

2-  Conduct  attack*  or  Province  and  District  seats,  ctlcr  . 
and  military  installations. 

2  Conduct  brief  attacks  by  fire,  hide  his  eouirrerrt,  and  withdraw 
from  the  area  prior  to  employment  of  courter-mortar  techni-.ues 

2  Conduct  attacks  by  fire  and  harassment  on  to* /ns,  villages,  h  «■!«».: 
outposts  and  other  inrt allations . 

% 

£  Conduct  sniper  and  terrorists  attacks  on  key  bridge::,  nod:.,  ?r 
projects  and  population  area*. 

j>.  Defend  base  areas  and  positions  with  local  security  forces  «rr  re' 
forc^  within  a  four  kilometer  area. 

6  Disperse  major  unite  into  platoon  and  sruad  size  elefter.tr. 

2*  Withdraw  and  disperse  easily. 

8  Aage  political  nnd  psychological  warfare  nr  the  populace  ard  held 
control  ..  f  any  area  where  tnere  is  no  friendly  security  at  night 

(b)  Tie  enemy  is  vulierable  to: 

2-  Loss  of  support  of  the  population 

trior  artillery  -rrf  air  power, 
of  the  LCCs  and  loss  of  cached  supplies 
■  capture  of  itt.ack  plan 


/  7 

CONFIDENTIAL 


2.  Fri shdly  sup 
±  Inturd 


lction 


k -  Di*tl  oaure  o: 


f 


CONFIDENTIAL 


'  ..-Hi  I  February 

fhlVECT:  ::per<«t  icna-.  nepcri'-Lessons  Learned  of  3d  Brigade,  9th  Tnf~'. ■/ 

Li  vision.  Period  End  in?  3l  January  H?C,  :c::  rr-Kh-f,  nr)  < '■  ; 

ietection  by  friendly  surveillance  devices. 

6  A  breakdown  in  bis  infrastructure  by  ai’gre«sive  allied  actions. 

2  A  lack  of  combat  effective  troops  cirri  a  low  morale  d-.-e  to  heavy 

casualties  and  deacrtiot.y . 

8-  A  loss  of  logistical  support  which  has  resulted  in  a  lack  of  food 
and  medicine  making  him  vulnerable  to  hunger,  disease,  and  cor  pile  at  Ion  of 

wounds. 

(c)  From  all  appearancee  it  seems  the  enemy  will  direct  his  main  effort 
towards  countering  the  Pacification  Program  and  concentrate  on  sapper  techni¬ 
ques  as  opposed  to  larger  unit  tactics. 

(9)  New  Techniques; 

Intelligence  reports  and  PW  readouts  have  indicated  that  eremy  movement 
during  the  hcur3  of  darkness  along  lines  of  communication  was  being  ccnduc'-d 
by  widely  dispersed  .-roups  It'  was  apparent  that  resupply  and  replaceme.d. 
was  being  conducted  in  this  manner,  especially  i r.  preparation  fer  T*t  7C, 
and  that  large  scale  night  operations  were  not  effectively  irrter-iicti  ng 
eremy  movement  Corsecuerrtly,  65^  of  the  brigade's  operations  -were  conduct¬ 
ed  at  night  during  the  reporting  period,  concentrating  on  the  technique  of 
saturation  wibushes.  Forces  were  deployed  in  squad  to  half  platoon  si/e 
ambush  patrols  providing  extended  area  coverage  This  technicue  has  proven 
effective  in  Interdicting  night  movement  as  indicated  in  a  document  eartured 
by  Recon/6-3 Tst  Inf  on  12  January,  in  which  a  member  of  th«  hendeuartera 
element,  tst  Ind  !K'a  Regiment  relates  the  "Enemy"  situation  Sub  Region  j: 

"The  enemy  completely  controls  ((this  area))  in  the  daytime; 
now  he  gradually  exercises  control  at  night..,-  Before,  the 
enemy  usually  moved  out  with  a  large  personnel  strength;  now, 
his  personnel  strength  is  small  He  also  dares  in  darkness 
to  land  one  or  two  aircraft  to  set.  vp  an  ambush  arair.jt  us.  ■- 
Now,  at  some  places  in  our  operational  area,  the  ure.-y  h 
learned  that  we  dare  not  operate  in  the  daytime,  so  he 
relaxes  during  the  daytime  and  begins  to  move  out  at  night¬ 
fall.  He  tries  to  avoid  our  attacks  and  also  sets  up  ambushes 
to  obstruct  our  lines  of  communication* .  Cur  men  run  awav 
when  they  meet  the  enemy."  (Ref:  CCEC  Bui  No  ??j«.(0) 

(t)  Techniques  of  Radar  Employment: 
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r/TJrCT s  Tjw/atic  i.al  Rc  p  >rt  — I.u  r.  ;c--.s  U-:,  of  Brigade,  '7  h  T-  . 

r-ivlsl'.n.  Period  Salir.r  31  .far.  .ary  1770,  RCf.  C"FT:R-6f.  (P.')  ':•/ 

Luring  the  re  port,  in?  period,  Brirtio  Ground  G-  rveillaree  R*.,;ar 
sively  pursued  the  brigade  policy  of  offensive  rada-  opeiaci'.-is  Tie  **  1  '  t. 
organic  AN/FPS-5  radars  and  one  direct  ai  rport  Af-'AP3-25  :  ari.ir  ('et.ert"1 
LL70  sightings  resulting  In  656  artillery  fire  missions  i  nclnrfi  i>p  illirrlr  - 
tion  for  troop  insertions 

feca'ise  of  the  period  of  operations,  1900  to  0500  hours,  artillery  fire 
on  radar  detected  targets  is  unobserved.  The  results  of  the  fire  are  unob¬ 
tainable  until  first  light,  hours  after  the  fire  iaa  ceased,  and  after  tie 
enemy  has  had  a  criance  to  remove  or  hide  any  bodies.  The  inability  to 
assess  radar  by  nimbers  killed  does  not  alter  the  fact  tf-it  radar  has  effec¬ 
tively  denied  the  enemy  regularly  used  lines  of  cot  undo  at  io  This  v*  s 

witnessed  by  the  marked  sHft  in  routes  following  r  id  nr  empl'.-.ir.*  •  t  at  sever- 1 
locations  in  the.  Plain  of  Reeds  with  fire  .-  pport  bases  Fo*  lcwirr  f  e  -v'jr 
placement  at  FSB  Shiloh,  PIP  Gettysbur*  in'!  If;  Par-isssa  after  .'us'. 
periods  of  operation,  airborne  sensor  patterns  detected  a  rotine.-iV  ie  1  1  '■ 
in  activity  to  areas  outside  the  effective  range  of  radar  coverage. 

In  addition  to  the  nightime  target  acquistion  and  L0C  inter! letter, 

Ground  Surveillance  Radar  has  been  effectively  employed  to  accurately  locate 
friendly  units  for  artillery  control  and  to  aid  ACV's  in  navigation  in  the 
Plain  of  Reeds  where  otherwise  it  would  have  been  extremely  difficult  and 
time  consuming, 

a ,  ■  )  Operations:  |  ,  , 

Jf 

(1)  During  the  reporting  period  the  3d  Brigade,  9tn  Infantry  Fivisio- 
entered  Phase  IV  of  Operation  Toan  Thang.  The  3d  Brigade  accounted  fur  T”? 
enemy  killed,  37  prisoners  of  war  and  21  Hoi  Chanhs  while  ;  articii .at*  t  '  r. 
this  operation  during  the  reporting  period  The  brigade  conducted  offensive 
operations  in  Long  An  Province  with  four  maneuver  battalions:  2-LTth  Inf 
(Mech),  2-60th  Inf,  5-60th  Inf,  ard  6-3 1st  Inf. 

(2)  The  level  of  enemy  activity  in  Long  An  Province  continued  at  a 
reduced  level,  and  the  Coratunists  continued  to  avoid  decisive  engaperent? 
with  brig*ie  forces, 

(3)  Airmobile  operations  during  the  day  and  saturation  ambuah  ratrols 
at  night  continued  to  be  the  brigade's  principle  tactics  for  keeping  the 
enemy  on  the  defensive-  The  percentage  of  enemy  eliminated  at  right  curir.* 
this  .eporting  period  is  somewhat  lower  than  in  the  previous  period  Ti  is 
felt  that  this  is  primarily  a  result  cf  the  techriaue  of  saturation  rr. 
with  many  an  all  ambush  patrols-  When  this  technique  was  initially  ■’ t;,uc. 
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the  erery  eli.lnafed  at  nigh  .  .  significant  increase;  however,  the 

the  eneny  has  beer  forced  to  rwo.aj.uate  his  activities  durirg  the  hr  urs  of 
darkness  as  hi*  man^uv^r  capabilities  have  been  effectively  diminished. 

(4)  The  brigau*  continues  to  conduct  combined  o-eratiors  at  the  optimum 
level.  The  effectiveness  of  these  operations  is  .enced  by  the  fact  that 
GVN  Forces  in  Long  An  Province  are  producing  bette  results.  Technical 
aspedts  of  such  techniques  as  radar  employment,  duffel  bag  employment  arid 
monitoring,  etc.  will  be  stressed  in  future  operations  and  training  programs 
to  assist  the  GVN  Forces  in  total  victnamlaation. 

(5)  Combat  Operational 

(a)  On  090201  November  Ranger  Team  17  was  inserted  vie  K3  690602 -on  a 
radar  sighting  of  five  personnel.  At  0250  hours  the  team  engaged  three 
enemy  resulting  in  one  Communist  KlA  (BC)  and  one  AK-47  oaptured.  At  C3CC 
hours  the  team  engaged  three  more  enemy  resulting  in  two  Communists  KlA 
(BC)  and  two  AK-47*s  capttured.  On  151100  November  elements  of  D/6-31st 
Inf  were  inserted  vie  XS  602591  In  reaction  to  n  Tellow  Jacket  report. 

They  engaged  two  enemy  resulting  in  two  Coffimmiits  KIA  (BC).  That  evening 
A/2-/7th  Inf  established  Af's  in  the  area.  At  2200  hours  A  Co  engaged  a 
reii  f sread  squad  of  enemy  with  artillery  firing  illumination  and  HE  in 
sup-  rt.  A  sweep  in  the  morning  revealed  results  of  six  Co*ssnni3ts  KRl 
(BC)  credited  to  artillery  and  five  Communists  KlA  (BC)  credited  to  A/2-47th 
Inf.  On  19  November  Recon/6-31 st  Inf,  working  with  the  ACV's  in  the  Flain 
of  Raeds  found  a  cache  1:  the  vie  XS  474330.  The  cache  consisted  of  77 
B-40  rounds,  74  rifle  grenades,  30  82mm  mortar  rounds,  357  pounds  of  TNT, 

160  Chicon  grenades,  5000  rounds  of  AI-47  ammunition,  100  blasting  caps 
and  82  82mm  mortar  fuses.  That  evening  a  Ranger  Team  from  S/75th  Inf 
(Ranger)  was  inserted  at  the  cache  site  as  a  stay  behind  patrol.  At  0025 
hours  the  team  engaged  three  enemy  resulting  in  three  Communists  KIA  (BC), 
two  saapans  destroyed,  48  8*40  rounds,  20  containers  of  anti-tank  grenades 
and  miscellaneous  equipment  captured.  At  261615  November  B/2-60th  Inf 
made  contact  with  an  unknown  size  enemy  force  vie  XS  542583,  with  negative 
results.  A  false  estraction  of  th  B  Co  element  was  made,  and  the  unit 
established  AF's  In  the  contact  area.  At  1840  hours  the  unit  made  contact 
with  a  squad  of  enemy.  Air  cavalry,  artillery  and  Night  Hawk  wero  in  sujw 
yyrt.  At  2000  hours  Cuntact  broke  resulting  in  seven  Communists  KlA  (BC;, 
one  AK-47  captured  and  one  prisoner  apprehended.  At  281610  November 
Recon/2-47th  Inf  made  contact  with  an  unknown  size  enemy  force  vie 
68058C.  Artillery  and  ari  cavalry  were  in  support,  At  1635  hours  Recon 
engaged  and  killed  two  communists  KIA  (BC'  and  captured  tws  AX- 47' a. 

Contact  broke  at  1700  hours,  and  Recon  f s  .ablished  AP’s  in  the  area.  The 
following  day  at  0905  hours,  Recon  discovered  an  enemy  bare  camp,  capturing 
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nunrooi  supp'-li-s  and  destroying  e  banker  -nd  tunne.  camp  mx  continuing 
the  sweep  through  the  am  a  -47th  In  t  f-una  tire*  Cousnulet*  l&J  (BA;  cr*C- 
1  ted  tc  artillery,  captured  two  nail  area  wea>  cos  and  caj  taxed  two  friaonert, 
At  1910  hours  flee  sore  bodies  were  found,  credited  three  Ccs&sunlsts  KIA 
(BC)  to  Recon  snc  two  Comniniats  KE  (BC)  credited  to  B/3-17th  Car. 

(b;  ir.  02C5C5  December  Tic  X£  360R75  Recon/6-3‘et  Inf,  w  rklng  wit: 
the  ACV'a  engaged  appr  xlmaVijy  eleven  enemy  personnel.  Negative  return 
fire  was  received,  and  a  ma sequent  sweep  at  daylight  revealed  results  of 
five  Coecunirte  11*  (fcC)  -a  072-  15  Dsoembsr  one  Ranger  Teen  from  6/75ti 
Inf  (Ranger)  was  inserted  an  a  radar  sighting  vie  IS  864703.  Tbs  teas 
engaged  six  to  eight  personnel  retailing  In  f^r  CosmwiI ate  II.'  (BC).  On 
120745  December  a  Ranger  Teas  conducting  parakeet  operations  was  inserted 
on  an  intelligence  target  four  kilometer*  KkW  of  Blnh  Phuoc,  vie  X,  596590. 

The  teas  immsdi&tely  established  contact  with  the  eneuy  end  engaged  ana 
killed  'vm*  ''osmsinist  XIA  (BC),  &/3“17th  Car  ;  unship  a  were-  i»  support  and 

•'/if'iged  f-eir  more  eneuy  evading.  E>/6-3l*t  Inf,  t.e  oirsovile  eoir-Hny  for 
the  day,  was  diverted  from  pref.anned  target*  to  the  contact  arso,  and  the 
i’.rai  element  was  inserted  cit  0645  hours.  The  Ranger  Tear ,  fter  ca  turinf, 
tvree  fcOoa  mortar  .'aund*  and  two  K-54  pistols,  was  extracted  fr  m  the  >rea, 
it  0957  hoars  a  B/3  17  Car  LoH,  working  with  the  grounc  elements,  received 
several  rounds  at  smell  arms  fire  resulting  in  five  hits  t-  the  aircraft 
ana  one  US  WIA  (observer) ,  Approximately  1000  hours  Navy  £e awo  vee  and 
Black  Ponies  were  on  station  to  support  the  contact,  B/3-17th  Cav  gunshire, 
AHC  punsl-ips  and  artillery  were  also  in  so: port.  Contact  continued  through- 
oat  the  day  and  broke  at  2030  hours.  Results  of  the  opera ti cn  were  28  Com¬ 
munists  KJA  (BC),  eleven  aeall  eras  captured,  one  prisoner  captor  d,  two 
Chico*  radio*  captured  (one  MQ2£  ami  K63) ,  and  nmmercrua  documents 
captured  document  revealed  that  the  enemy  force  ccncistad  of  eleaeoats 
of  the  regimental  signs]  ear  •  ort  unit  for  the  Irt  Ind.  NVA  Regiment.  Friend¬ 
ly  casualties  were  two  DS  Kin  and  five  OS  WIA.  On  141245  December  elements 
of  B/2-60th  Inf  were  airmobile  Inserted  vie  IS  736648,  During  the  Insertions 
the  1.  8th  ABC  gmships  engaged  and  killed  seven  Ccammnl ata  KBA  (BC),  At  1315 
hour*  B  Co  received  sniper  fir*  resulting  In  cue  US  WIA  At  1600  hour*  B  Co 
gained  and  maintained  contact  with  the  enemy  force.  Contact  broke  at  1900 
hours  with  17  additional  Ccsmmnlsta  KIA  (BC),  eight  small  arms,  18  NVA  buck 
packs,  seven  B-40  rcunc,  cats  mortar  sight  and  one  pound  of  documents  cap¬ 
tured,  Friendly  casualties  -ere  coe  U£  KIA  ana  four  US  WIA  At  212'45 
December  Reccs»/2-47th  Inf  came  in  contact  with  an  enemy  platoon  in  the  vicin¬ 
ity  of  the  right  Moose  Sar  (IS  69*5559),  Fire  was  returned  with  organic 
weapons,  ana  artillery,  air  cavalry,  Right  Hawk  and  Shadow  aircraft  were 
In  surpert  of  the  ground  elammnts,  Addition*!  2-47th  Inf  elements  ware 
Inserted  to  the  north  of  tbs  contact  area  to  act  as  a  blocking  force  as 
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sporadic  contact  continued  throughout  the  night  At  220PC0  December  the 
contact  area  Mas  swept  revealing  enemy  losses  of  eleven  Communists  KIA  (PC) 
(seven  for  2-4?th  Inf,  three  for  B/3-17th  Cav  and  one  for  artillery),  three 
AK-47’s,  twenty  200  foot  rolls  of  electrical  wire  and  miscellaneous  documents 
captured.  At  231930  December  vie  XS713745  CRIP/5-60th  Inf  engaged  a  rein- 
fbired  squad  of  Communists  with  artillery  end  air  cavalry  ir  support 
Contact  broke  at  2020  hours  but  was  reestablished  at  2010  ‘-ours  as  aircraft 
in  the  area  drew  enemy  fire.  Sporadic  contact  continued  until  22CC  hours. 

At  2205  hours  the  Raider  platoon,  at  a  nearby  AP,  engaged  two  Communists 
evading  from  the  contact  area  resulting  in  two  Comruniets  KIA  (PC),  A  sweep 
of  the  contact  area  the  following  morning  revealed  additional  enemy  loeeee 
of  eight  Comunists  KlA  (BC)  credited  to  CRIP  platoon.  At  262  U3  December 
C/2-47th  Inf  engaged  a  reinforcsd  squad  of  Communists  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
Rsch  Tib  Tu  Canal  (XS634586)  Artillery  fired  lllimiination  and  HE  in  support 
Contact  broke  at  2220  hours  reaulting  in  five  Communists  EBA  (EC)  for  artil¬ 
lery  and  five  Conruniata  KIA  (EC)  for  C  Co 

(c)  On  020230  January  B/6-3lst  Inf  engaged  four  Corrurists  vie  K£3r1pO 
reaulting  in  four  Communists  KIA  (BC),  During  a  daylight  sweep  tie  B  Co 
element  engaged  an  additional  three  Communists  re— iltirg  in  three  Communists 
KIA  (BC).  The  «weep  also  produced  six  AK-/:7's  rap  ured  end  fc.ur  sampans 
destroyed.  On  ;  January  a  B/3-I7th  Cav  LOH  on  ,.  ,R  spotted  one  Cocrunist 
evading  vie  XS685S17  The  Communist  was  picked  up  and  returnee  to  Tar,  An 
where  it  was  revealed  that  he  was  a  Local  Force  Compary  Cormander  On  120P30 
January  Ranger  Team  17  was  inserted  vie  XS59p590,  the  site  of  a  significant 
contact  on  12  December  1969  B/3-!7th  Cav  in  support  engaged  and  killed  two 

Communists  KB3  (EC).  The  Rangers  sustained  two  US  WIA  from  a  command  deto¬ 
nated  booby  trap  Elements  of  the  6-3 1st  Inf,  who  furnished  the  airmobile 
compar.j  for  the  day  was  diverted  to  the  contact  area,  ard  elements  of  D  Co 
and  Recon  platoon  were  inserted  at  0945  hours  At  1000  hours  a  B/3-t7t'r 
Cav  LCH  received  ground  fire  resulting  in  one  US  WIA  aid  slight  dyrape  to 
the  aircraft,  D  Co  sustained  three  US  WIA  from  a  grenade  booby  trap  with 
trip  wire  at  lOtO  hours.  Artillery  was  fired  into  the  area,  ard  Reccn 
platoon  found  one  Communist  KB  A  (EC),  The  B/3-'7th  Cav  LCH  returned  on 
atation  at  1030  hours  and  was  shot  down  by  enemy  small  arms  fire,  destroy¬ 
ing  the  aircraft  and  seriously  wounding  the  pilot,  D  Co  found  two  Communists 
KBA  (EC)  credited  to  B/3-17th  Cav  and  one  AK-47,  Contact  continued  t*rcugb- 
out  the  morning,  ard  at  T325  hours  D  Co  sustained  one  Us  KIA  from  gunshot 
wounds.  Ground  elements  were  pulled  back,  and  artillery,  N-.vy  arc  P/3-’7th 
Cav  gunships  and  Tac  Air  saturated  the  area  with  fires  Recon  platoon 
swept  the  contact  area  ard  found  five  Communists  KBA  (BE),  four  for  ortiliery 
ard  one  for  B/3-1?th  Cav.  They  also  captured  two  prisoners  ard  two  sm-ill 
arras  weapons  D  Co  was  pulled  out  of  the  area,  and  A  Co  inserted  t.o  set 
up  blocking  positions  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  escaping  Throughout  tve 
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night  Tac  Air  and  artillery  continued  piecing  fire  in  the  con' act  area.  The 
following  morning  A  Co  aivi  [scon  platoon  swept  the  contact  area,  findi'g  26 
additional  Communists  KIA  LjC),  one  prisoner,  three  AK-47's  and  ten  pounds 
of  medical  supplies  captured.  At  261210  January  vie  X3  710610  two  LCH's 
and  a  Cobra  gunship  from  B/3-l7th  Cav  were  conducting  a  VR  of  a  propsed 
airmobile  target  when  all  three  aircraft  received  ground  fire,  each  surtain- 
ing  two  hits  with  negative  casualties  and  minor  damage  to  the  aircraft. 

6-31  st  Inf,  who  "Sirr’-V'«d  the  airmobile  colony  for  the  day,  immediately 
reeponded  by  ineSrtirg  p  Co  into  the  area.  Recon/6-31st  Inf  was  already 
or  th  ground  ii  *h«  icinity  of  the  target  area  and  swept  towards  i  he  P  ro 
element*.  At  1320  hours  B/l-17th  da*  nmahips  engaged  and  Vllled  two  r  -fn- 
munists  KBA  (BC)  evading.  Reoon  platoon  and  B  Co  maintain  speradic  contact 
with  the  enemy  throughout  the  day  with  artillery,  Tac  Air  and  air  envalrv 
in  support.  At  1600  hours  Recon  platoon  sustained  on  OS  WIA  from  gunshot 
wounds,  and  shortly  theraftsr,  0  Co  engaged  and  killed  tv  Communists 
KIA  (BC)  evading.  Both  6-31st  Inf  elements  established  Af's  In  the  contact 
arsa  that  evening  with  artllle  '  and  Tac  Air  continuing  f-ree  into  the  area. 

At  2050  hours  B  Co  found  one  MC  launcher  mod  destroyed  five  bunkers,  while 
S'*  the  same  tlma  nearby,  Recoi  platoon  engaged  and  killed  one  Communist  Kl,' 

(El)  evading.  The  following  morning,  while  sweeping  the  contact  area,  B  Co 
e.. gaged  and  killed  one  Ccnrnnist  KIA  (EC).  At  0740  hours  Recon  found  one 
AK-47.  At  1000  hours  the  Recon  platoon  found  two  AK-47'e,  one  K-54  pistol, 
five  RPG  rounds,  a  small  quantity  of  small  arms  ammunition  and  miscellaneous 
documents  and  equipment.  Vhile  continuing  their  sweep,  B  Co  found  tvo 
Communists  KBA  (BC)  credited  to  the  Air  Force  at  1000  Hours,  Shortly  there¬ 
after,  the  same  <  1  •  — cr.t  found  1  *r  Comviuni'i"  ISA  ( n.C )  credited  five  to  the 
Air  Force  and  fi'  ..  '  ••  1 1 ! ’  I  ./  .  n  ■  ’  J inosry  r.j.rgcr  Team  17  -stahlis'  o-1 

an  sabu3h  patrol  vi-.*  A.  5i5*M9  ..‘'tor  b.nn»;  ..verted  by  ACVs,  .t  1“40  hot;;  ■ 
th*  teum  engaged  four  enemy  ror  ilting  In  fi.ur  Caaseunints  KIA  (BC)  and  onr 
U  slightly  wound-.J.  ..rt tilery  support'd  with  illumination  fire;:  md  the 
Rangers  swept  th«  contact  area  capturing*  four  hooemr.de  radio  receivers, 
four ,  HVa  back  packs,  one  K-47  ■  nd  miscellaneous  clothes  and  documents, 

T re  t«ai*  wia  extracted  at  2010  hours. 

(6)  Combat  Statist  let  -  Inclosure  13, 

(71  Comrat  Support  Activities: 

(a)  artillery  uppo-t : 

'"tillery  support  for  the  3d  Brigade  during  this  reporting  rcrio: 
cor‘iru’-'  to  hr  .1  ’  ty  to*  I'd  Batteli  n,  4th  Tit  l-’  Artillory,  th'- 

*  r:  *•  nic  direct  nupi  t-r;  •  ;-t  1* I  •  ry  Icttnl  i-.n,  Sett  ry  h  c.r.  I  ' t  v.-  B,  ;ih 
Battalion,  42d  Field  artillery  vdth  missions  of  fene-d  support  • rioriiy 
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of  fires  to  the  2d  Battalion,  4th  Field  Artillery  oerst looted  to  provide 
madias  artillery  support  in  the  3d  Brigade  TAOI.  Heavy  artillery  support 
provided  by  an  element  of  the  7th  Battalion,  8th  Field  Artillery  me  with¬ 
draws.  A  sumary  of  the  total  missions  and  rounds  fired  are  provided  as 
Iaeioauio  14. 

2.  Significant  operational  activities  of  the  2d  Battalion,  4th  Field 
Artillery  ie  attached  as  Inclosure  20. 

(b)  Helicopter  Guns hip  Supports 

1.  During  the  reporting  period  Troop  B/3-17th  Cav  ms  in  direct  support 
of  the  3d  Brigade,  providing  an  average  of  ten  armed  helicopters  per  day. 

This  support  sonsisted  of  four  AG-1G  Cobra  guns  hips ,  three  0H-6A  LOHs,  and 
three  UB-1H  slicks  on  a  daily  basis.  Missions  included  support  for  3d 
Brigade  units  in  contact,  aerial  displacement  of  supplies,  people  sniffer 
operations,  defoliation  elisions,  screening  and  blocking  operations,  aerial 
reconnaissance.  Ranger  insertions.  Ranger  parakeet  flights  and  Ranger  extrac¬ 
tions.  While  in  support  of  the  3d  Brigade  during  this  reporting  period 
I^3-17th  Cav  flew  6048.3  hours  and  accounted  for  105  VC  KBA  (DC). 

2.  The  3d  Brigade  elements  also  received  gunships  from  the  US  Havy 
located  at  Ben  Luc,  Dinh  Tboy,  and  Nha  Be.  The  US  Kavy  supported  elements 
of  the  3d  Brigade  on  a  mission  basis  with  a  light  fire  t«n  (ITT). 

(c)  Tactical  Air  Support:  A  chart  reflecting  ordnance  expended  and 

results  obtained  by  Tac  Air  in  support  of  3d  Brigade  units  attache*!  as  _ 
Inclosure  15.  . 

(d)  Strategic  Air  Support:  There  were  no  B52  strikes  conducted  in 
support  of  the  3d  Brigade  daring  the  reporting  period- 

f.  (C)  Training: 

(l)  During  the  reporting  period  the  following  training  was  conducted 
within  the  3d  Brigade,  9th  Infantry  Division: 

(a)  Replacement  Training, 

(b)  Battalion  Refresher  Training. 

(e)  In-country  Specialised  Training. 
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(2)  Replacement  training  consisted  of  five  day3  of  orientation  and 
JU* « na1  Pi^r*. raining  ii.  many  of  the  skills  necessary  to  prepare  an  individ¬ 
ual  to-  -ombat  duty  in  Vietnam.  The  "Go  Devil  Academy”,  a  provisional 
organization  within  this  contend ,  conducted  all  replacement  training  during 
this  period,  .'.ddl  ti -nal  land  a  .  piired  during  October  19&?  va3  put  into  use 
in  niii-Noveaiber  an  a  training  a,  ea  for  patrolling,  booby  traps,  water  safety 
replacement  personnel  training  during  the  reporting  j-oriod; 


r  N 1  h 

v  r'F 

p»j< 

November 

24 

276 

December 

18 

659 

Janary 

44 

679 

TOTAL 

86 

1,614 

(3)  Battalion  refresher  training  continued  to  be  conducted  by  all  sub¬ 
ordinate  maneuver  unit3  of  thl„  command.  The  primary  emphasis  was  placed 
on  training  replacement  personnel  in  these  subjects  of  Interest  to  the 
Battalion  Conmander.  By  continuous  training  and  command  supervision,  all 
replacement  personnel  are  given  periodic  pra^tival  training  in  combat 
related  subjects .  Conamnde-rs  are  required  to  conduc-  such  training  to 
give  practical  experience  to  these  replacement  personnel  who  have  been 
trained  in  a  non-combat  MOS , 

(4)  The  Brigade  Sniper  Training  Program  continued  to  produce  highly 
qualified  snipers  for  employment  throuphout  Long  An  Province,  All  brigade 
snipers  were  t»ainod  at  the  25th  Infantry  Division  Sniper  School  located 
at  Cu  Chi,  RVN.  During  the  reporting  period  a  total  of  21  personnel  were 
trained  as  snipers.  Additionally,  snipers  accounted  for  81  enemy  elimin¬ 
ated  in  Long  An  Province  during  the  period.  A  total  of  79  kills  were 
attained  a«.  rugnt  utilising  a  starlight  scope.  The  brigade  sniper  program 
will  continue  to  accelerate  as  selected  personnel  are  properly  trained  and 
utilised  during  all  operations, 

(5)  Personnel  from  all  battalions  and  separate  companies  have  been 
eent  to  the  following  courses  offered  at  Cu  Chi,  RVN; 

(a)  Generator  Operator  Course, 

(b)  Generator  Operator  Supervisors  Course, 
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(c)  Jkaall  Arms  Course, 

(d)  Haas  Management, 

(•)  Explosives  and  Demolitions  Course. 

(f)  Helicopter  Load  Preparation  Course^ 

(g)  Combat  Leadership  Course, 

(6)  In  addition,  personnel  have  been  sent  to  the  1st  Signal  Brigade 
for  technical  instruction  on  radar,  signal  coias.tnl  cations  and  audio- visual 
classes.  Qualified  personnel  continue  to  attend  the  MAC7  Recondo  School  at 
Kha  Trang  and  the  Phoenix  Orientation  Course  at  Tung  Tau. 

(7)  This  headquarters  has  conch), cted  specialised  training  in  Generator 
Maintenance,  PLL,  and  Demolitions  at  the  "Go  Devil  Academy"  and  units- 
utlliaing  instructors  from  out-of-brigade  resources.  This  enables  a  great¬ 
er  number  of  personnel  to  attend  and  in  the  case  of  the  Generator  Operator 
and  Maintenance  Course,  enhance  training  by  utilising  local  equipment 

g,  (C)  Legist  lea : 

(1)  General:  (a)  The  logistical  mission  of  providing  planning ^  guid¬ 
ance  and  support  for  ail  organic  and  attached  units  of  the  3d  Brigade.,  9th 
Infantry  Division  was  accomplished  by  the  Brigade  Si  during  the  reporting 
period.  The  major  tactical  units  supported  were  five  based  battalions, 

(b)  During  the  reporting  period,  a  forward  element  of  the  Brigade  S4 
was  attached  to  a  Brigade  Task  Force  located  at  FSB  GettysWrg  to  coordinate 
the  logisticla  requirements  of  the  T»~v  Force, 

(2)  Supply:  (a)  3d  Brigade  units  drew  supplies  for  the  99th  CS  Support 
Battalion  located  at  Tan  An  Airfield  on  a  supply  point  distribution  basis* 

Unit  distribution  of  all  classes  of  supplies  was  provided  to  FSB  Gettysburg. 

(b)  A  small  rearay^fu®!.:^ point  for  helicopters  was  established  at  Flic 
Gettysburg  to  allow  greater  flexibility  in  operations. 

(c)  A  water  point  was  Hiso  established  at  FSB  Gettysburg  to  provide 
potable  water  for  the  Task  Force 

(3)  Maintenance:  (a)  99th  CS  Support  Battalion,  56th  Signal  Company 
and  571 et  Engineer  Company  received  the  annual  CMMI  during  the  reporting 
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period.  It  was  determined  that  maintenance  contact  teams  should  be  formed  to 
provide  assistance  and  advice  to  brigade  units. 

(b)  Roadside  spot  checks  and  informal  inspections  were  conducted  by  B 
Company,  99th  C3  Support  Battalion,  throughout  the  period.  The  spot  checks, 
together  with  continuous  command  emphasis  on  vehicular  maintenance,  have 
resulted  in  a  lo  v  deadline  rate  In  rnoa  t  areas.  Generator  deadline  continues 
to  be  one  of  the  hipb~'r  areas,  duo  to  constant  operation,  but  increased 
emphasis  has  reduced  this  somewhat. 

(4)  Transportations  Orgsnic  transportation  was  adequate  to  meit  limited 
tactical  and  most  administrative  requirement'-.  However,  in  the  latter  part 
of  the  period  (Decembei -January)  non-orgnnic  transportation  was  relied  on 
heavily  to  suppo  rt  FIB  Gettysburg.  CH-47  sorties  for  this  purpose  averaged 
4-6  per  day.  These  sorties  were  obtained  for  the  25th  Infantry  Division. 

48th  Transportation  Group  provided  backup  truck  support  when  ogtnlc  trans¬ 
portation  was  inadequate. 

h.  (C)  Psychological  Operations  and  Civil  Affairs: 

(1)  Psychological  Cperations: 

(a)  The  3d  Brigade  PSYOPS  effort  continued  to  support  the  Long  An 
Province  Pacification  and  Development  Program.  The  objectives  of  PSYOPS 
during  the  period  have  been; 

1_.  Quick  reaction  broadcasts  and  leaflet  drops  to  exploit  enemy  person¬ 
nel-  end  equipment  losses  and  perishable  intelligence  Information. 

To  convince  the  civilian  population  that  the  pacification  and 
development  program  is  an  expression  of  the  response  of  the  GVN  to  the  needs 
o£  the  people* 

2>  To  create  dissention  VC  and  8VA  ty  exploiting  personality  differances. 

4^,  Utilization  of  thr  'anily  Tree  program  to  create  dissention  between 
higher  and  lower  level  rf  command. 

(b)  The  contined  use  of  PSYOPS  during  ell  combat  operations  is  being 
emphasized.  Combat  units  arc  giving  the  enecy  a  acre  op<.n  chance  to  Chieu 
Hoi  rather  than  to  be  killed  in  bis  hole  or  bunker. 

(c)  Major  thrmoa  during  the  reporting  period  were:  Chieu  Hoi,  Family  Tree, 
GVN  image,  VIP,  Tet,  surrender/scare  hardship,  health  end  sanitation,  pest 
control,  and  pacification. 
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(d)  Guvmaiy  of  xhYl.h  activities: 


LCUrSFEAKFR 

TYPE  MISSION  HCUFS 

TARGETS 

•HJKBF41 

LS.~J.LLT3 

TARGETS 

QUICh 

RL'.CTICU 

Air 

157 

947 

20,303,250 

1781 

702 

Ground 

1CC6 

1156 

2,515,133 

1948 

(2)  Civil  Affairs: 


(a)  Throughout  the  reporting  period  Civic  Actions  have  been  aimed  at 
helving  the  nrovince  level  G5  mom  fiiTlv  uc  *•;  rrr.cts  end  o^vabil  ities 

through  combined  operations.  Tw  of  these  operations  were  held  in  remote 

areas  u:  one  provuuw. 


(b)  Promotion  of  safety  progrem  in  vreapone  and  void  clef.. 

(c)  Summary  of  MRCIP  programs  for  the  reporting  period: 

HITECAP3  ICAFS  MECCA f 3  DENTCAPS  PATTERS  TREATED 

243  448  1469  79  88,588 

(d)  Civic  Actions  also  inclided  construcion  projects  to  imprsve  living 
condition:'.  within  Long  An  Province  ,  These  were  trrgeted  for  short  duration- 
high  impact  results.  The  following  is  a  list  of  projects  competed; 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 


(e) 


Duellings 

12 

Roads 

3Ko 

Brigades 

7  Built,  3  repaired 

Schools 

8  Repaired 

Others 

2  Stai reaxes  repaired 
office  buildings 

Materials  distributed  for  construction: 


Distxict  Headquarters 


1 .  Cement 


??1  bags 


Tin 


51  wheels 
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Limbo  r  6£C 6  bc-if5T  foot 

(f)  During  tho  conduct  of  JTTLCArS  tho  teams  distributed  varieur  health 


items  and  cor.it> oditios. 

1,  He  pith  and  School  Idle 
g,  Foodstuffs 
2-  Oiot'ning 
4.  Other 


1406 

JC-JC  I  bs 
:€7e  ibs 

lbs,  pencil,  paper,  sand  bags, 
»and,  rock,  1  ill:  fence, 
flags:,  jump  roper,  eordy 


(g)  Thirty -two  Ehglish  Pronminciation  classes  were  conducted  -uth  a 
totar  of  /GO  students. 

(h)  Units  of  the  %  Brigade  continued  to  arrange  for  nodical  treatment 
and  corrective  «"rgexy  for  needy  children  at  Cho  Ray  Kospital  end  am;ut*ca 
at  tho  Kct-onal  Rehilbil Station  Institute,  The  fcllo’.lng  treatments  were 
performed  during  Iho  reporting  period t 

J[,  Tuberculoids  1 

£.  Post  Op  Hernia  2 

Bums  ) 

4.  Infection  1 

£.  AbCC38  l 

Cu.  With  f>v*t  5 

If  Shrapnel  "eiud;;  2 

£L*  Body  ID  sers  2 

9*  Unknown  diseases  8 

10*  Artificial  leg  2 

I.  (e)  n^er  funport  t 

(1)  Construction  continued  in  cu,port  of  the  reorganization  of  the 
3d  Brigade,  9th  Infantry  Division  as  a  Separate  Light  Infantry  Brigade. 
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Two  administrative  bi  ll t' :  r.:  ..  remain  to  be  constructed  .  This  construction 
is  being  pcrfoinsd  by  cic.untA  of  the  20th  Engineer  Brigade. 

(2)  Construction  continues  on  Operational  Support  Frojocts,  These 
Include  the  following: 

(a)  Communications  Bunker,  Tan  An  Main  (9C?  complete) 

(b)  Log  kennels,  Tan  An  Airfield  (76?  complete)  r 

(c)  Deep  well  point,  Tan  An  Airfield  (50?  complete) 

(d)  Air  Cushion  Vehicle  ramp,  Ben  Luc 

(e)  Esrm  construction,  Tan  An  .Airfield 

(3)  There  are  five  MER  projects  currently  planred  for  Tan  An  Airfield, 
to  be  accomplished  by  elements  of  the  20th  Engineer  Brigade.  They  include 
fixed  and  rotary  wing  aircraft  revetments,  a  rearm  point,  and  a  refueling 
point. 

(4)  This  period  marked  the  end  of  the  monsoon  season.  The  majer  portion 
of  engineer  effort  is  now  concentrated  on  projects  requiring  borrow  material 
while  the  land  is  dry, 

(5)  During  the  period  the  major  portion  of  the  engineer  effort  in  the 

Brigade  7ACI  was  devoted  to  the  Long  An  Province  Secondary  Road  Program.  - 

This  program  consists  of  opening  or  upgrading  to  all  weather  use  2C6  km 

of  roads  within  the  province.  Priorities  of  effort  were  agreed  upon  between 

the  Brigade  Commander,-  the  Long  An  Frcvince  Chief,  and  II  Field  Force,  The 

roads,  permit  greater  economic  contact  between  residents  of  the  formerly 

isolated  villages  ard  the  larger  cities  of  the  are*,  and  allows  GW  services 

and  security  to  reach  the  hamlets.  Work  is  undejway  on  twelve  of  the  roads, 

and  28  km  are  completed.  Road  priorities  are  readjusted  based  upon  the 

ovorall  pacification  plan,  with  the  last  adjustment  made  6r  3"!  December  lye?. 

The  work  is  shared  by  elements  of  the  20th  Engineer  Brigade,  the  571st 
Engineer  Company,  Navy  Sea  Bee  Team  1015,  and  the  ARVN  39th  Engineer  Group, 

J,  (C)  Signal  Support; 

(l)  During  the  reporting  poriod,  the  Brigade  Signal  Office  continued 
its  normal  operations  to  include  advising  tho  Brigade  Commander  on  ."11 
signal  matters,  coordinating  and  tacking  the  commitment  of  the  56th  Signal 
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Company  assets,  coordinating  the  signal  operations  of  the  separate  organic 
batallions,  and  preparing  and  managing  the  3d  Brigade  Signal  Operating  In¬ 
structions  (SOI), 


(2)  The  communications  systems  within  the  brigade  have  not  changed  sig¬ 
nificantly  since  the  last  reporting  period  (see  paragraph  1  of  56th  Signal 
Company  ORIX,  Inclosure  25,) 


(3)  The  major  conromicationa  emphasis  during  the  reporting  period  has 
been  on  upgrading  Comunication;;  Security  (COMSEC)  with  the  3d  Brigade,  This 
program  has  received  increased  emphasis  since  20  December  1968  when  the  US 
Forces  discovered  conclusive  evidence  that  the  enary  is  quite  sophisticated 
in  gathering  vital  intelligence  from  our  careless  use  of  the  various  com¬ 
munications  media-  at  our  disposal*  The  brigade's  program  of  upgrading  C0M3EC 
include*  greater  use  of  NESTCR  secure  voice  equipment j  greater  us*  of  auth¬ 
orised  oodes  and  discontinuance  of  unauthorized  codes  on  non-sscurs  medial 
and  an  education  program  to  familiarize  officers  aid  RTO's  with  the  eneay's 
capabilities,  our  weaknesses  md  necessary  corrective  measures  to  be  institut¬ 
ed*  The  ultimate  goal  of  the  program  is  to  virtually  deny  the  eneny  access  to 
ueeabls  intelligence  rla  our  communications  media*  To  attain  this  goal  It  is 
planned  to  have  all  the  brigade  and  bataliion  level  nets  operate  in  secure 
voiow,*  Other  nets  will  operate  secure  voice  when  it  is  feasible;  otherwise, 
maximum  use  of  authorised  codes  as  the  situation  warrants  will  effectively 
eliminate  eneiy  Communications  Intercept  (COMINT)  activities* 


(U)  Resupply  and  maintenance  has  been  very  good  with  two  notable  except¬ 
ions*  The  supply  system  has  a  difficult  time  keeping  up  with  the  attrition 
rate  of  the  AT-271  antenna  which  snaps  off  at  the  stem  when  caught  in  the  nip*. 
Handsets  (H-189)  also  have  a  high  rate  of  attrition  after  becoming  wet.  These 
DX  item;  however,  DS  maintenance  is  unable  to  repair  many  of  the  handset?  and 
must  send  them  to  higher  echelon.  Requisitions  have  been  submitted  on  these 
items,  but  they  are  a  critical  item  countrywide. 


k,  (C)  Chemical  Operations: 


(1)  During  the  reporting  period,  the  39th  Chemical  Detachment  continueti 
personnel  detection  operations,  application  of  RCA,  defoliation  mission.:,  and 
flam*  operation*  in  support  of  the  3d  Brigade,  9th  Infantry  Division. 

(2)  Personnel  Detectors  XH3 -Airborne  Personnel  Detector  (APD)j 

(a)  During  the  reporting  period  lu7  missions  were  flown  for  a  total  fly¬ 
ing  time  of  125 >75  hours.  All  missions  were  flown  utilizing  the  UH-1H 
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he  suits  jf  these  missions  ware  reported  to  Brigade  J2  and/or  air  cavalry 
unite  for  inclusion  in  their  intelligence  reports. 

(by  There  la  a  continual  ’-rohlet.  with  maintenance  cue  ♦  '  tho  unservict- 
abi1  ‘ ky  of  the  power  source  which  is  necessary  fer  trcuhle  shooting  the 
snjffhr  equips  nt.  The  power  source  has  been  rubritted  to  a  different 
*’*.  ronic  repair  company  in  an  attaapt  to  regain  tho  capability  of  sain- 
tontnee  t  organizational  level 

(3)  Riot  Control  Agent  Operations: 

(a)  Curing  the  reporting  period  there  wero  no  missions  flown  utilizing 
hj„k  Co,  due  to  lack  of  suitable  targets, 

(b)  There  were  S3  n- 1 58  tactical  CS  dustors  expended  during  the 
’•cpf  rted  period.  Tbtse  were  en^lcyed  on  point  type  targets  developed 
iron  sniffer  readings  and  on  "gas  ambushes". 

(4/  D<-  foliation: 

\a/  oiling  the  reporting  period  no  defoliation  projects  were  forwarded 
through  channel  s .  Thi.-  wr  y  due  to  the  fact  that  all  area  suitahle  for 
..'•rial  . prry  h.wc  ge>n  submitted  and  there  are  41  targets  pending  approval 
wiioli  were  submitted  last  quarter, 

ifc;  .J1  base  caapa  have  been  aup,lied  with  V  bicidc  s  for  grour 
lefollation  within  their  perimeter, 

(c)  Fro*  4  January  to  17  January  Hires  missions  were  flown  for  Can 
Giuoc  basecamp  using  diesel  fUal  as  a  substitute  for  borbiclde.  A  total 
of  890  galjens  of  diesel  was  dispersed  in  an  attempt  to  kill  the  vegetdon 
around  the  perimeter  in  preparation  for  later  burning. 

(5)  Flame  Field  Expedients:  The  "Flame  Bath”,  an  expedient  delivered 
by  means  of  helicopter,  has  been  largely  discontinued  because  of  possible 
hazards  to  aircraft  and  crew.  For  the  three  month  period  six  "Flame  Baths" 
were  employed  with  excellent  results  on  heavily  vegetated  areas. 

(6)  Instruction  and  Training:  /.  fully  qualified  Chemical  „tcff  pecial- 
ists  (54120)  is  furnished  as  needed,  to  Co  Devil  ncadeay  to  instruct  replace¬ 
ments  on  Chemical  Operations.  He  has  replaced  a  non-e^ool  trained  instructor 
fron  the  general  subjects  corsdtteu  and  has  provided  31  classes  for  a  total 

of  23  hours  of  instruction  during  the  ieporting  period, 
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-  .  (•-)  I.t-caonn  Loomed i  Commander1 u  Obaorvatlonu.  evaluations  and 

i.ocom:  iundat.lonn . 

•J 

n,  (U)  Per.  onnult  liono 

b.  (C)  Intelligence* 

( 1 )  _ i ■■■•poni.u  to  Ini.olU  ,:uncc  :.i ort; , 

.  il'.. i  It  hue  boon  observed  tliat  tho  principle  co:..uni:  t  t*ctlc 

ha:*  boon  to  disperse  nen  in  email  unite,  which  aity  o:  tho  much  of  tho 
ti  o. 


e’/ALUATION*  This  tactic  haa  diet.*-. tod  tho  nocco:  ity  of  ccurate  intell¬ 
igence  reports  v.-hich  c^n  bo  acted  upon  with  speed  and  precision.  When 
intoliigcnco  roports  judged  to  have  a  good  potential  for  combat  response 
c.ro  rccoived,  the  S2,  3d  Brigodo  end  E  Company,  75th  Tnfenlry  (I'r.n^or)  t*rc 
infornod  verbally  of  the  location  and  nature  of  the  t-  r;;ct  iuituintely,  If 
r.  -or.bat  r<  r  onre  is  doomed  nnd  n  propriato  by  thoeo  rer.- on:  it.lr,  .1.."' 

pares  to  suup-U't  ruch  o  roeponso  by  furnishing  i.it  Car: on  ..cox.t 
•  uii'cncc  i-'iioro  nppiicnblo  or  makes  tho  nourco  nnd  rpr.ci-1  "gent  nvuilcifclo 
to  brief  tho  conb- 1  cort  .andor,  or  .-eclat  the  com  rndcr  by  oldlng  tho 
Irlbe  from  the  C  <1  C  helicopter.  This  tochninuo  has  proven  highly 
cucccctful  on  numosvuc  occasions,  ..Ithough  it  hr,::  pi- cod  a  ht  rduri  on  Cl.. 

<  i;  ■  wo  1:  cl:  >  f  j  crmnncl,  it  hr.-  groatly  enhancer  th  quality  of  s  o  ert 
provide'  to  the  3'i  1'rigr.do  by  Clh, 

bli'JUiK  .iUTMIi  It  Is  rccorvxnuou  that  oth  r  units  employ  ti..’..  techni  pc 
In  responding  to  intolligcnco  reports, 

(2)  Enemy  Use  of  SlgnaAa  -to  Indicate  US  Ambushes  in  Hootch  Areas 

OBSERVATION:  The  enemy  has  devised  signals  to  Indicate  US  troops 
ambushes  set  up  around  hootches. 

EVALUATION:  Report  from  an  ICAP  on  29  January  1970  stated  that  the 
enemy  told  the  people  in  the  vicinity  of  Tan  Trach  Village,  Rach  Kien 
District  to  lndlcat  the  presence  of  a  US  ambush  In  a  hootch  area  by  leaving 
the  light  on  in  the  hootch  within  which  or  around  which  the  ambush  was  set 
up.  All  other  hootches  should  extinguish  their  lights.  People  should  st.iv 
Inside  their  bunkers,  and  the  enemy  would  attack  with  AK's  and  B-40's. 

RECOMMENDATION:  That  all  ambush  patrols  be  made  aware  of  the  possibllltv 
of  this  and  other  enemy  signaling  methods.  That  ambush  patrols  exercise  specia 
care  and  alertness  when  setting  up  near  population. 


♦Counterintelligence  Section 


33 

CONFIDENTIAL 


CONFIDENTIAL 


1  .u 
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<• .  i  i i  ton;-. i 

r 

( 1 )  :.i  dni'l.'Vi.iont 

t.>-.JtVAT10K:  The  newly  uood  "Gc.o  Anbush"  in  bcinc  utilizes  in  ;  r. 

:  iter.pt  to  force  tiio  unoiry  into  established  tuibu.  h  cite::, 

% 

..V,»i.lh,TlO»Jl  There  has  boon  negative  results  iron  tni  operation 

■  o  tv  , 

....•Ju-...:;u.,TiOi:»  Throuijh  coordination  ir  nccu:  si.jy  ..otoeor.  u.-v  ..rue.'. 

■  •  i.o  rronnol  lifJ.injj  tho  drop,  ..  confide  o.  e»’  „..t.  t  r,  >.l 

i  : .  neceesary  to  assure  occur;. cy  on  the  L;  r^ct,  Optimum  drt;.  nitituuo 
ro::lnrtol,r  ft'O  foot  t>-  .\^>::Ji:irc  eovt.ra.o  :n<i  til:  per;.  I  on,  .ill  ..round 
ontr.  ul  carry  protcctivo  tuuku  to.  the  uitu.  h  rite, 

' ,  )  U:  inr  B;  nr-  lore  Torpedoes  to  dle.-r  n  tlcfo  i- t.h  Throuuh  .;er.:  e 
>.  t?it  on. 

ObuJiVATICI.l  ..hen  trying  to  penotr;  to  donee,  booby  trapped  nijiepoin, 
btjit  r.lore  torpedo  may  bo  u::od'  to  cloar  a  safe  path  tur>  uch  trie  donso 

vegetation, 

JVALbATIONi  Tho  VC/I.’VA  ofton  uco  dense  areas  of  nipapahn  ns  resting 
•  h * i r»c  •  lr.cos,  iho  eneriy  will  often  protect  thoro  orers  '-y  jurrourdint, 
viui  booby  traps,  units  trying  to  ponotrate  those  areas  iioy  •  ffoctivoW 
•  t  .>.  p:  th  throut.n  the  nipapnln  by  tho  detonation  of  L„r.,;-  xore  to:  pedoes, 
.in*  i.,,n_;loro  torsedoos  will  cloar  away  vocotetion  ana  destroy  tho  b.oby  traps 
-'on,.  . path,  A  unit  c:n  cither  carry  the  bnnjr.lorr  torpedo  In  sections  or 
be  s.;  ;  iied  by  helicopter, 

..vuei-..:;w.;T.:OIJi  That  bancs  loro  torpodo.s  bo  usou  to  bla~t  ir.'o  .  t.t:.~ 
tiircu;;h  tiiici;  nipcpoln. 

( 3 )  hunk.  r  Con»»  ex  In  Hicnnaln*. 

_  .u-.iV.»iIOIi>  _nci-iy  bunkers  uuy  found  in  either  uoavy  s.  rce  r.*y  •  '  . 
;.nci  are  u.ually  constructed  to  provide  360  dc(T..  of  security. 

_VaLU..TION»  In  t\/o  significant  contacts  it  was  ditccvun...  u><.  u. 
in  . .unitors  which  afforded  hin  the  capability  to  .'ire  in  >11  e  tier..  . 

.a  one  occasion  the  bund-.rs  wore  in  r.  circle  with  firing  ports  to  to.  rrr. 
r  '  -r  bunker,  Cn  another,  they  voro  set  in  eepth  with  firing  ;.ort-  of  the 
first  line  of  bunkers  feeing  to  tho  sides  and  front,  raid  these  ir.  ih  Ir.cl: 
lino  fr.cinc  in  360  decrees, 
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?)••  unary  bunk  ra  wore  veil  constructed  with  ^ ho  majority  of  the  t-usker  tn.inf 
i  ■  Lov/  ,  round  level,  In  heavy  nipn  It  is  lmposslolo  to  detect  ti  oun»  «.r  ..:.ti; 
;,,u  ere  rl,  ht  on  to;  of  it, 

.i.i'i..  iJJiVi lUMi  I!’  contact  In  : ..  _o  nd  the  onery  in  in  well  concealed 
;-ni.  constructed  bunkers,  the  infantry  should  bo  u:  ou  to  seal  the  •  rea  while 
.•rtillery  and  Tnc  <iir  are  brought  in*o  the  area.  It  t.-kos  nlnost  i.  direct 
hit  with  :  rtillery  to  knock  out  a  bunker,  therol’ore,  nothin;;  oul,;  be 
spared  in  sof toning  up  the  aroa.  In  cacoo  v;hcro  thero  arc  insufficient 
troepr.  to  provide  a  360  deproo  r.onl,  artillery  and  Tnc  Air  shoulc  bo  usee  to 
fill  >he  grpe. 

(/,)  Uli.ht  Airmobile  it-  Ida. 

OlididtVATIONl  Tho  use  of  he]  * eopt.ert  «t  ni;rht  to  deliver  a  :•  id  .ore. 
on  •  tar;  et  crntclirec  on  nobility  and  ahock  action  to  a  ;  renter  t.;.«.ent  th-  n 
.i-ehanir.ov  or  footno  ilo  troops, 

wVALL,*T IuIJj  Tho  uso  of  lico;  ra  at  night  for  troop  insertion:,  is 
not  n  normal  procedure.  The  euuny  io  not  nont  lly  or  phyalci.i  iy  prep: red 
to  net  to  t.  night  airmobile  inoertion,  Certain  condition::  must  bo  ;iot 
"o  <■  <•  niclit  nirnoollo  raid  can  bo  succoc8ful,  A  minimum  of  fifty  percent 
natural  illumination  is  necessary  for  navigation,  .irtillurj  or  nortur 
1 1  lu:d  nation  should  be  used  after  the  element  io  on  the  ground.  Gunchij  c 
sliould  firo  supproa  ive  firo  on  the  target  or  as  close  so  possible  to  pin 
tho  onemy  down,  A  commend  and  control  aircraft  is  necessary  to  insure  Die 
correct  l:nding  zone  is  used  and  to  control  subsequent  action, 

RiiCOM- .KDAT IONi  That  this  technique  be  included  in  the  u--i  ropriato 
tr;  inlnj;  manuals, 

(5)  jinortv  CarulesanoBB  at  Might. 

OBSERVATION t  The  enemy  often  tolk  loudly  while  movim,  cl 

EVALUATION!  It  has  been  reported  many  timoo  roc.  ntly  by  ambush 
patrols  that  they  were  alerted  to  the  er.ory  presonco  by  tho  loud  tulkinc 
of  tho  oncry  moving  near  the  nwbu:>»  ''its.  It  io  unlikely  th-t  tho  onory 
•,-ould  bo  no  erroloas  if  ro  v-uro  aware  of  friendly  troops  in  the  area, 

j'.,.  D.ilIONi  Thrt  -«17  frienuly  olomonts  be  t,v do  aware  of  this 
carelessness  of  tho  enemy  and  th.- 1  they  V  urged  to  r.ake  special  offorts 
at  noise  disipline  roving  into  "nd  occupying  night  positions  to  ej-ploit  this 
weakness. 
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OBSERVATION:  In  areas  where  population  Is  separated  by  many  water¬ 
ways,  the  VC  collecting  taxes  travel  primarily  by  sampan. 


f  EVALUATION:  During  the  month  of  January  1970  reports  were  received 
from  MEDCAPS  and  ICAPS  that  VC  tax  collection  activity  had  Increased.  In 
Eastern  Can  Glouc  District  where  population  is  split  by  small  waterways, 
the  VC  were  coming  at  night  by  sampan  to  collect  taxes.  An  ambush  was 
/established  in  Reaction  to  a  report  of  this  type  of  activity  on  23  January 
which  resulted  in  four  enemy  KIA's  and  one  sampan  destroyed.  A 

RECOMMENDATION:  That  aquabushes  be  employed  where  VC  tax  collection 
activities  are  conducted  by  sampan.  That  MEDCAPS  and  ICAPS  be  utilised  to 
determine  times  when  the  VC  collect  taxes  and  there  direction  of  travel  on 
waterways. 

(7)  Employment  of  Snipers  on  Night  Riverine  Operations. 

OBSERVATION:  Snipers  located  in  the  command  turret  of  Alpha  Boats 
are  best  positioned  to  engage  enemy  targets  along  the  river  banks  during 
Night  Riverine  Operations. 

EVALUATION:  Riverine  Operations  are  conducted  using  two  Alpha  Boats, 
one  rifle  platoon,  and  one  sniper  team.  The  rifle  platoon  is  equally  divided 
between  the  Alpha  Boats.  One  sniper  is  placed  in  the  conmand  turret  of  each 
boat.  The  boats  will  land  at  preselected  targets  with  at  least  fity  meters 
between  landing  points.  The  rifle  platoon  may  either  remain  on  the  boats  or 
move  into  the  hasty  ambush  position  on  the  bank.  The  snipers  from  there 
elevated  positions  in  the  command  turret  can  observe  over  the  nipapalm 
and  vegetation  along  the  river  bank  and  can  detect  enemy  movement  further 
inland.  If  the  enemy  is  within  one  hundred  meters  of  the  ambush  site,  the 
enemy  is  engaged  bt  the  rifle  platoon,  the  Alpha  Boats  and  the  snipers. 

If  the  enemy  is  more  than  one  hundred  meters  from  the  ambush  site,  the  enemy 
is  engaged  by  the  snipers  only.  Snipers  firing  from  the  boats  in  this  manner 
conslstantly  engage  and  kill  the  enemy  at  ranges  between  two  hundred  and 
three  hundred  meters;  confirmed  kills  have  been  made  at  four  hundred  meters 
range. 

RECOMMENDATION:  That  snipers  be  used  more  extensively  from  elevated 
positions  in  boats  during  night  Riverine  Operations. 


OBSERVATION:  The  use  of  shell  WP,  zone  1,  fuze  time,  "Killer  Junior", 
was  found  to  be  effective  at  ranges  200  to  300  meters  from  the  battery  position. 
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.  «!”!  1  f’ob'-i*  ’■'/  '  ' 

.  0  .'i :  .nr  .1.  _-k.r  ..uari&u  cl.'  3d  lirigtnu,  <jui  : 

Division,  Period  -nding  31  Jui’-iaiy  1970,  :.G.i  'd.,t\.\-.-brj  \  .>.)  (d; 

EVALUATIOHj  .xeoll-uit  effect  wao  observed  uaiac  shell  '.<J-  for  close-  • 
in  defensive  fires  with  ths  sane  data  used  for  HE  "Hiller  Junior",  Alt;i»urh 
the  heavier  weight  of  iho  projectile  caused  a  lower  height  cf  bur*,*.,  ine 

burning  effect  on  the  grt tind  vre  good.  There  i:;  very  little  N  e  spray  f  r.a. 
the  exploding  rcund,  thus  permitting  good  protection  to  friendly  treopo  while 
providing  good,  c -'festive,  clor.c-in  defensive  fire  on  the  enemy,  Extreme  ca-; 
rust  bo  exorcised  during  the  dry  season  to  prevent  the  round  fron  starting  r.n 
unwanted  fire. 


IUSCOMl.NL/ATIONj  That  commands  concerned  bo  inform  d  of  the  use  of  she.11 
UP  for  close-in  defensive  fires, 

(9)  InrxLoyment  of  HE  "Killer  .Junior"  for  Maximum  Effect. 

GBUARVaTIoNj  The  date  on  the  standard  "Killer  Junior"  chart  van  found 
to  bo  inaccurate  for  the  listed  range, 

HVaLU.yTIONi  when  the  chart  data  for  the  HE  "Killer  Junior"  van  fired  at 
each  range j  “most  of  the  rounds  fired  on  impact,  The  same  results  wore  obtained 
with  several  different  time  fuze  lots  and  several  different  projsnHl  ,  lets. 
Calibration  wore  set  on  the  range  quadrants  and  extremely  high  heights  of  burst 
were  observed,  Generally  it  wa3  founa  that  by  reducing  the  time  fcv 

0,3  to  0.4  of  a  second,  the  desired  height  of  burst  was  obtained,  The  same 
result  were  obtained  using  the  chart  time,  by  increasing  the  quadrant 
approximately  10  mils, 

RECCMEKDAT ION :  That  as  soon  as  possible  after  moving  into  a  new  position, 
firing  batteries  verify  their  "Killer  Junior"  data.  That  adjusted  data  b*  nlaced 
on  range  cards  and  made  readily  available  to  all  personnel  near  th  howitzer. 


(10)  Utilizing1  the  AN/TPS-25  Ground  Surveillance  Radar  to  Verify  Uuffleb*- £ 
F:  eld  locati  one 

CB  ;ERV/.TT0H»  'Aerifying  the  location  of.  bufflebag  fields  in  areas  cf 
uniform  terrain  and  fev  landmarks  i:  extremely  difficult, 

EVALUATION >  The  accuracy  of  Dufflebag  field  locations  is  extremely  Jr.>: *i  * 
if  artillery  fire  is  to  be  effective.  The  AN/TFS-25  Ground  surveillance  Ha.?’", 
with  its  range  capability  op  18,000  meters,  can  sight  on  a  hovering  helicopter, 
or  any  other  means  used  to  emplace  dufflebags,  in  order  to  give  a  more  accurate 
location  for  each  field, 

. . . itiCtL  MoiDATIOUj  That  commands  concerned  be  informed  of .-this- additions  1  — 

capability  of  the  AN/TFS-25  Ground  Uurveill  nco  Apdar, 
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AV8B-MH  1  February  1970 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Roport— Lessons  Learned  of  3d  Brigade,  9th  Infantry 
Division,  Period  Ending  31  January  1970,  RCS  CSPQR-65  (R2)  (U) 


d. 

(0) 

Organisation:  None 

e. 

(U) 

Training:  None 

f. 

(C) 

Logistics s 

(1)  EfttesJgoisL Xqi:  ficaais  FlUnSaBpgr^JBasa* 

OBSERVATION;  Supplying  water  to  a  remot  •  ny.-ort  br:o  cun  ciou.e 

problems,  especially  where  organic  transportation  is  JLimiiea, 

EVALUATION;  To  preclude  this  occurence,  a  protable  water  purification 
unit  was  placed  at  FSB  Gettysburg.  This  water  point  not  only  roduced 
transportation  requirements,  but  also  provided  all  the  portable  water 
necossary  for  the  fire  support  base. 

RECOMMENDATION;  That,  whenever  feasible,'  a  water  point  be  established 
at  remote  fire  support  bases. 

(2)  Seams. JEa£aaIJEfllflfc» 

OBSERVATION;  When  utilizing  helicopters  from  remote  base  caiqps  rueh 
time  is  wasted  when  they  mat  roturn  to  main  base  camps  to  refuel  and/  or 
roartr, 


EVALUATION :  To  conserve  time  an  blade  '  ours  a  rearm/refuel  point 
should  be  established  at  the  remote  base  vautp.  Using  a  portable  fuel  pump 
and  500  gallons,  collapsible,  air  transportablo  bladders,  helicopters 
could  be  r»’fuol(?d  at  anytime.  AI30  several  pallets  of  various  type  rockets 
could  bo  kept  in  stock,  along  with  mini-gun  axmunltlon,  to  ream  gur.s;dp3. 
Due  to  this  arran^nont,  the  helicopters  would  net  have  to  rotui’n  to  m.ln 
ha-o  camps  to  refbol  and  rearm, 

RECOMMENDATION:  That  for  oxtented  operations  utilizing  helicopters 
in  remote  areas,  a  snail  rearm/refuol  point  bo  established  at  the  fire 
support  base, 


6. 

(u) 

h. 

(U) 

Material*  None. 

i. 

(U) 

Othpr : 
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.'.VB'.HH  i,  .  , , 

;  ’  !  J  <CT :  Operational  reports--  Lessons  La  a  mod  of  3d  HrigBd- .  #  qth  .  . 

DIvioion,  Period  Ending  31  January  1970,  RC;:  CZ-Xj'  6.  ■ 

■j 

'  (i)  SaunlMlng  fifluaalat  Baapoomaa  t mXuzl^li*  DaerJ 

OBSERVATION i  On*  of  th«  b**io  theses  of  eonunlst  propaganda  agalr 
Chleu  Hoi  Program  is  that  the  Hoi  Chanh  will  be  mistreated  to  tne 
of  being  beaten,  tortured  or  even  killed  when  they  rally. 

EVALUATION «  An  effective  technique  in  countering  cousunlst  propaganda 
efforts  in  this  area  has  been  returning  Hoi  Cbanh  to  their  villages 
and  hamlets  to  give  first  hand  aeeounts  of  their  rallying  experience . 

conducting  periodio  interviews  in  the  local  Chieu  Hoi  Center,  it  la 
possible  to  select  and  groom  those  individuals  most  capable  of  making  a 
presentable  and  positive  appearanos.  Whan  the  Hoi  Chanh  knows  and  can 
identify  families  of  othsr  VC  or  sympathisers,  the  program  Is  much  mere 
effective.  The  mere  faot  the  rallier  is  alive  and  well  disputed  the 
enemy'1  a  contentions.  Idsally,  the  same  Hoi  Chanh  should  be  returned 
periodically  to  deaoatrat*  his  continued  good  health  and  program*. 

MILCAP  activities  provide  an  excellent  vechile  for  lnobtruslve  intei'ral’  » 
of  this  PSYOP  operation  with  routing  military  activity,  thus  minimisin'' 
the  attention  drawn  to  the  returning  Hoi  Chanh  as  an  Individual  The 
of  enemy  retaliation  against  the  Hoi  Chanh 's  family  Is  the  most  importin' 
factor  to  overcome  in  order  to  employ  ralliers  voluntarily.  If  the 
refuses  to  cooperate  physically,  tapes  can  be  used  but  romnin  far  inferior 
face  to  faoe  proselyting.  However,  when  specifically  targeted  again', t 
enemy  unite  scattered  over  large  areas.  Up*  broadcasts  have  been  prov, 
successful. 

RECOMMENDATION t  ( 1 )  That  Hoi  Chanh s  should  be  periodically 
systematically  interviewed  by  PSTOP  personnel  to  secure  exploitable,  :v.t  .  ;i.  • 

( 2)  That  selected  Hoi  Chanha  returned  to  their  hamlets  to  counter  ener.v 
propaganda  themes. 

(3)  That  cooperation  with  District  Level  PSYOP  personnel  is  necessary 
to  insure  the  program  takes  advantages  of  the  specif ic  load  situation 
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AVBB.W  1  February  1970 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report — Lessons  Learned  of  3d  Brigade,  9th  Infantry 
Division,  Period  Ending  31  January  1970,  RCS  CSPOR-65  (B2)  (U) 


OBSERVATION:  Hoi  Chanh  have  revealed  significantly  exploitable  PSID? 
inforaatios  during  follow-up  interviews  which  was  not  revealed  in  their 
intitial  interrogation  or  interview. 


EVALUATION:  The  fact  that  Hoi  Chanh  have  withheld  valuable  PSYOP  information 
during  initialed  processing  Can  be  attributed  to  a  combination  of  several 
factors.  During  these  first  hours  of  detainment  the  Hoi  Chanh  is  very 
apprehensive  of  what  will  befall  him.  This  fear  often  leads  hi*  to  relate 
only  what  he  expects  will  please  his  captors.  The  initial^ pressure  also 
inhibits  his  relating  of  everyday  information  which  may  have  no  immediate 
tactical  value  but  is  of  extreme  importance  to  the  long  range  PSXOP  effort. 
Later,  when  hf  has  •'rperieneed  good  treatment  and  no  longer  fears  for  his 
well  being,  this  individual  will  open  up  and  become  most  receptive  to 
visitors  and  the  opportunity  to  return  to  his  local  haalst  even  if  It  does 
require  going  through  the  formalities  of  making  a  propaganda  speech,  -uch 

interviews  have  resulted  in  obtaining _ VC  and/^r  sympathisers  and  — 

their  known  relatives.  On  subsequer..  • !.  -.5  to  the  Hoi  Chanh’s  hamlet 

these  relatives  have  been  visited  and  encouraged  to  induce  their  wayward 
family  members  to  rally. 


RPCOMf -NDATIGN :  That  initial  Hoi  Chanh  interviews  be  followed  up  by 
additional  interviews  within  a  month  of  rallying. 


26  In-.  I 
as 

Inc  1  2  -  12,  16  -  20, 
23  -  26  wd  HQ,  DA 


On 

ANDREW  J.  uATSIS 
Colonel,  Infantry 
Commanding 
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AVUCMH  (1  Feb  70)  lit  Ini 

.SUBJECT!  Operational  Report  for  3rd  Brigade,  9th  Infantry  Division 
for  the  period  ending  31  January  1970,  iiCS  CSFuit  -  OS  (H2) 

DA,  HQ  25th  Inf  Div,  APO  San  Francieco  96225 

THRU!  Commanding  General,  II  FFtftCEV,  ATTN:  AVFbC-RE-K,  «PC  San 
Francisco  96266 

Commanding  General,  USARV,  ATTN:  AVHGC(UST),  AFC  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  96375  f 

Command er-in-Chief,  USARPAC,  ATTN:  GPGP-DT,  APu  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  96558 

TCt  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  Department 
of  the  Army,  Washington,  D.C.  20310 

Ihls  headquarters  has  reviewed  and  concurs  with  the  Operational 
Report  -  Lessons  Learned  of  the'  3rd  Brigade,  9th  Infantry  Division 
for  the  period  ending  31  January  1970  with  the  following  exceptions: 

a.  Page  3,  paragraph  1b  (4)>  a  sixteen  man  augmentation  to  the 
brigade  aviation  strength  is  authorized  on  an  authorized  overstrength 
basis  by  United  States  Army,  Vietnam.  This  augmentation  is  not 
authorized  under  MTOI  77-1 02T. 

b.  Page  3,  paragraph  1b  (5);  operational  control  of  the  3ra 
Brigade,  9th  Infantry  Division  was  assumed  by  II  Field  Force,  Viet¬ 
nam  which  further  placed  that  brigade  under  the  operational  control 
of  the  25th  Infantry  Division  on  26  July  1969. 

c.  Page  36,  paragraph  (8);  Employment  of  Shell  WP  in  Defensive 
Fires;  the  use  of  shall  WP,  zone  1,  fuze  time.  Killer  Junior,  was 
found  to  be  effective  at  ranges  200  to  300  meters  from  battery  po¬ 
sition.  Fuze  time  will  not  function  prior  to  2.C  seconds  time  of 
flight  which  is  equal  to  400  meters  range. 

FOR  THE  COMMAND  ERi’  .  * 


CfX- 


/  'James  m.  Cornell 

’  Colonel,  GS 

Chief  of  Staff 


AVFBC-RE-H  (1  Feb  70)  2nd  Ind 

SUBJECT:  Operationtti  Report  -  Lessons  Learned  of  3d  Brigade,  9th  Inf  a  r.*ry 
Division,  Leriod  Ending  31  January  1970,  ROD  CGFOh  -  63  .(IQ. j  ( IJ, 

DA,  Hi  II  FFORCEV,  «F0  San  Francisco  962661  S'  V 

THRU:  Commanding  General,  US  Army  Vietnam,  ATTN:  AVHGC(DD?;,  ABO  963.3 

.  Commander-In-Chief,  US  Army  Pacific,  ATTN:  GiCT-DT,  APO  9635'? 

TO:  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  Department  of  the 

Army,  Washington,  C.C.  20310 

This  headquarters  has  reviewed  and  concurs  with  the  Operational  *10 port  - 
Lessons  Learned  of  the  3d  Brigade,  9th  Infantry  Division  for  the  peri or. 
ending  31  January  1970,  as  indorsed. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER: 


W.  C.  BARTEL 
CPT  AGC 
Asst  AG 
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AVHGC-DST  (1  Feb  70)  3d  Ind  . 

SUBJECTi  Operational  Report— Leeaona  Learned  of  J&  Brigade,  9th  Infantry 
Division,  Period  tadlng  31  January  1970,  RCS  C3FOR-65  (R2)(u) 

HEADQUARTERS,  UNITED  STATES  ARMY,  VIETNAM,  APO  San  Francisco  .96375 

TOi  Commander  In  Chief,  United  States  Army,  Pacific,  ATTNj  GPOP-DT, 

'  APO  96558 

1,  (U)  This  heaiquarters  has  reviewed  the  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned 

for  the  quarterly  period  ending  31  January  1970  from  Headquarters,  3d 
Brigade,  9th  Infantry  Division  and  concurs  with  the  comments  of  Indorsing 
headquarters. 

r—  2,-  (u)  Comments  follows 

a.  (U)  Reference  items  concerning  "Response  to  Intelligence  Reports 
and  Enemy  Use  of  Signals  to  Indicate  US  Ambushes  in  Hootch  Areas",  page 
33»  paragraph  b(2)«  concur.  Both  of  these  articles  have  been  extracted 
for  possible  inclusion  lh  the  next  isauo  of  the  U3ARV  Combat  Intelligence 
Lessons.  ! 


b.  (C)  Reference  Item  concerning  "Utilization  of  the  AN/TPS-25  J 
Ground  Surveillance  Radar  to  Verify  Dufflebag  Field  Locations",  page  3b, 
paragraph  c(l0)«  concur.  This  radar  can  be  utilized  to  vector  aircraft;  |ito 
the  dosired  eaplant  area  or  locate  low  flying  aircraft  to  insure  accurate 
air  delivery  of  the  ground  sensors.  The  AN/TPS-25  can  also  bo  employed 

to  guide  and  locate  Dufflebag  hand  emplacement  teams  on  the  ground.  This 
item  will  be  published  in  the  next  issue  of  the  U3ARV  Combat  Intelligence 
Lessons.  No  cictlon  by  USARPAC  or  DA  is  recommended. 

c.  (U)  Reference  item  concerning  "Countering  Communist  Propaganda 
Against  the  Chieu  Hoi  Program",  page  39 »  paragraph  21s  concur.  The 
gathering  of  information  from  ralliers  to  use  as  PSYOP  themes  to  combat 
enemy  propaganda  has  proven  effective.  Returnees  may  be  asked  to 
volunteer  to  return  to  their  hamlets,  however,  they  cannot  be  forced  to 
do  so.  Guidelines  and  policies  for  the  exploitation  of  returnees  is 
contained  in  MACV  Directive  381-11. 

• 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER  1 


‘  Cy  furns 

HQ,  II  FFORCEV  . . . . . . . . 

3d  Bde,  9th  Inf  Div 

DOWNGRADED  AT  3  YEAR  INTERVALS; 
DECLASSIFIED  AFTER  13  YEARS. 
D00  DCS  5200.10 
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CPOP-DT  (1  Feb  70)  4th  Ind  (U) 

SUBJECT:  Orel itional  Report  of  H^,  3d  Brigade,  9th  Infantry  ^ Division 
for  Period  Ending  31  January  1970)  KCS  USIOR^bj  (*i^3  (C) 

US  Army,  Pacific,  APO  San  Francisco  !>(o5U  13  A^«  1,7 

TO:  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  Department  of  tie 
Army,  Washington,  D.  C.  20310 

This  headquarters  concurs  in  subject  report  as  indorsed. 

FOll  THE  COMHANDER  IN  CHIEF: 


L.Ji.  02AKI 
CFT,  AGO 

Asst  AO 
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Assign  qwiT? 

HHC,  3d  Brigade 
6-31 «t  Inf 
2-47tta  Inf  (Keoh  ) 

2- 60th  Inf 
5- 60th  Inf 
^■4th  Fid  Arty 
S-75th  Inf  (Ranger) 

OS  kray  Air  Cuahion  Vehicle  Pletoon 
45th  Inf  Pit  (Seout  Dog) 

65th  Inf  Det  (Conbat  Tracker) 

19th  MU  Hist  Det 
19th  PI  Det 
39th  Chea  Det 
493d  MI  Det 
99th  CS  Spt  Eta 
56th  Slg  Co 
571  et  Eng  Co 
483d  HP  Pit 
264th  FA  Det  (Radar) 

276th  FA  Det  (Radar)  _ 
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ATTACHED  UNITS 

wzsumi 

3/3- 17th  Cav 

3-1 7th  Car 

36Tfct  Airfield  Contro  Det 

_  165th  Avn  Op 

Weather  Det 

5th  Weather  Sqdn 

alo/fic 

19th  Tae  Spt  Sqdn 

4th  Civil  Affaire  Pit 

2d  Civil  Affairs  Co 

Sag  Det  (Water  Supply) 

82d  Kng  Co 

ADA  Btry  (40an) 

5-2d  Arty  (1  Pit) 

ADA  See  (Quad  5©> 

5-2d  Arty 

Vi  Rfr-v  1  (ftp)  (iVTfil 

5-2d  Arty  (Mission  Basis) 

Med  Det  (PM) 

20th  PM  Unity  on  an  area  basis 

Med  Det  (Yet) 

44th  Med  Bde,  on  an  area  basis 

Wei  Amb  Det 

44th  Med  Bde,  on  an  area  basis 

Interpreters 

MACV 

Kit  Carson  Scouts 

Allocated  by  DSARV  G5 

MID  (14th  ARTS) 

MACV 
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COMBAT  STATISTICS 


.“ONTH 

US 

KIA 

US 

VIA 

VC 

KIA 

FW 

HC 

vei 

KW8B8 

.  TT 
CF  .  W 

V;'V 

11 

60 

387 

13 

14 

13 

87 

4 

DriO 

8 

95 

357 

12 

3 

0 

75 

*. 

IAN 

-2 

22 

32ft 

2ft. 

-4 

JL 

64 

TOTAL 

28 

247 

1082 

37 

21 

17 

226 

13 

FRIENDLY  LOSSES 

UNIT 

us  m 

NOV  _ 

JAN 

TOT 

NOV 

US  WTA 

JAN 

rV'T 

2-4^ 

1 

2 

1 

4 

12 

21 

21 

2-60 

5 

1 

2 

8 

19 

37 

22 

78 

5-60 

2 

1 

1 

4 

10 

12 

16 

38 

601 

3 

4 

4 

11 

13 

16 

27 

56 

RANGER 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 

7 

2 

14 

ARTY 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

2 

OTHER 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

4 

5 

,,  .r/T, 

11 

8 

9 

28 

60 

95 

92 

247 

ENEMY  LOSSES 

VC  KIA  jQ[ 


S22 _ ssi _ BBS _ m _ m _ asi— jas-  ,  m _ m. 


2-47 

55 

53 

54 

162 

4 

6 

2 

12 

2-60 

72 

47 

38 

157 

1 

4 

1 

6 

5-60 

57 

48 

46 

151 

0 

1 

0 

1 

6-31 

33 

31 

31 

95 

6 

1 

6 

13 

8/3-17 

37 

27 

41 

105 

1 

C 

”  1 . 

'  2 . 

Incloattr®  13 
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UNIT 

VC  KIA 
NQV 

DSC 

ENEMY  LOSSES 

_ jah _ m _ 

NOV 

sz 

m 

_ m 

16 

36 

21 

73 

1 

0 

1 

v‘ 

49 

39 

49 

137 

0 

0 

0 

>/F 

30 

13 

25 

68 

0 

0 

0 

AHC 

32 

50 

23 

105 

0 

0 

1 

CTHSR 

12 

m 

22 

a 

a 

a 

TOTAL 

387 

357 

338 

1082 

13 

12 

12 

HOI  CHAfflS 

UNIT 

NOV 

JAN 

TOTAL 

2-47 

2 

0 

0 

2 

2-60 

12 

1 

2 

15 

5-60 

0 

0 

1 

1 

f»-3i 

0 

2 

1 

3 

B/3-17 

0 

0 

0 

0 

LINGER 

0 

0 

0 

0 

A'R 3Y 

0 

0 

0 

0 

OTHER 

JL 

-ft- 

JL  . 

JL 

TOTAL 

14 

3 

4 

21 
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I  s  1  9  I  &ia  !  m 
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S3  AIR  OPERATIONAL  SUMUflX 


MISSICHS 

imvpmgg 

DECEMBER 

JANPARl* 

TttU. 

BOMBS  (TONS) 

181 

226.3 

148 

555  3 

NAPALM  (BOMBS) 

170 

63 

56 

BLDGS  OBST 

19 

17 

12  j 

4» 

BLDGS  QAM 

2 

18 

6  j 

24 

BUNK1RS  DS3T 

181 

217 

176 

574 

BUN KIRS  DAM 

10 

42 

20 

72 

KBA  (BC) 

20 

11 

26 

57 

KBA  (FOSS) 

0 

3 

0 

3 

SEC  KXPL 

1 

11 

17 

29 

SAMPANS  OEST 

3 

3 

0 

6 

FIGHTING  POSITIONS 

DEST 

34 

13 

18 

65 

Insloror*  15 


SO 
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dst;;  tkst  of  the  ;*'MY 
cgjifaky  4  (n:jr.m)  7_th  I!ta:tey 
3D  hricade  7FH  iafadtry  Divimor: 


:MECT :  Operational  Report  of  Carr- any  S  (Ft or. per )  75t.h  Infantry  fur  Terid 
t  N'ovt 'nber  i%9  thru  31  January  197C,  P.C.Z  (r,?r>  -65  'P-A) 


Commanding  Officer 
3<t  FV.e  9th  Inf  Div 
,.TTV:  A7RF-7H 
,'.P0  San  Francisco  96371 

07:  Commanding  Officer 

Co -3  (Ranrer)  75th  Inf 
jd  ""lie  '.tii  Inf  Div 
AFO  San  Francisco  96371 


Section"!,  Significant  Activities: 

Introduction:  It  is  this  units  rrrseicn  t «  provide  the  3d  1  ’Lgado  ">*h 
Infantry  Division  with  snail  unit  specialized  Ranrer  combat  tactics  v.d  to 
act  as  an  immediate  reaction  force  for  the  Rrig«le  or.  ir.t.el1.  irerce  ar.'i 
targets  of  a  perishable  nature.  This  unit  engagel  in  training  ard  curb  at 
operations  a  total  Of  ninety  (90)  days  out  of  a  possible  r.ir.ety-t’./o  {'■■?) 
days  encompassed  by  this  reporting  period.  The  specific  types  of  op or at i or s 
this  unit  escaped  in  during  this  reporting  period  were  Ranrer  Raids, 

Sight  Hunter  and  Fight  Anbush  patrols  within  the  Rrigade's  T..C1, 

P.  Organization:  Co  E  (Ranger)  75th  Infantry  is  orgainzed  into  f^ur  (/.) 
sections;  Headquarters,  Operations,  Forward  Operations  Rase  FPn  pi  at  ^r. 

•on!  two  (2)  Operational  Field  platoons  consisting  of  t.hr  c  (3)  Ranrer  t •’■t.r 
a.  ioc.e,  Sine**  we  are  in  direct  support  of  the  brigade,  our  cor.pa:y  is 
located  at  the  *“asecamp  of  the  3d  Prirade,  9th  Infantry  Div'sior.,  Tar.  ..n, 

r: 

See  Inclosure  1  for  the  graphic  representation  of  the  organization  of  this 
unit,  and  the  key  personnel  roster. 

C.  Personnel  and  Administration :  During  this  reporting  period  this  unit 
experienced  the  loss  of  seventy-five  percent  of  our  combat  experienced 
field  troops  t.o  normal  D2R03.  As  a  result  we  were  forced  to  e.xpidite  a 
recruiting  program  at  brigade  and  hatallion  level  to  gain  combat  veteran 
volunteers  to  fill  the  void  in  our  unit..  During  this  void  period  this  "nit 
was  only  able  to  field  four  (4)  operational  teams,  which  in  turn  effected 
the  number  of  combat,  missions  v;e  were  able  to  run.  Maintenance  of  unit, 
strength  is  a  constant  problem  because  individuals  mu  *t  he  volunteers^:’  r 
the  unit,  consequently  we  rust  cons* antly  scorch  fer  qualified  volur.t  c-orr 
t.c  maintain  our  unit  strength.  Pecause  V  is  unit,  is  corrrir.ed  of  strictly 
volant  jern,  morale  and  discipline  do  not  pose  any  great  problem  areas. 
Discipline  is  maintained  thru  proper  military,  procedure. 
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OBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  Lessons  Learned  (con't) 

0.  Intelligence:  Ir.  the  field  of  intelligence,  this  unit  maintains  in 
our  Operations  Section  an  Intel  h'CO  whose  dirty  it  i's  to  maintain  and  compile 
reports  of  enemy  activity  and  locations.  From  this  information  we  determine 
our  targets  and  what  type  operation  we  intend  to  enrloy  in  *he  target  area. 
During  this  reporting  period  enemy  activity  was  most  prevolant  durirg  the 
hours  of  darkness,  and  they  attempted  to  establish  secure  areas  where  they 
could  remain  undetected  and  avoid  engaging  in  major  contact  idth  J.'.S.  and 
Allied  Forces.  This  "rigade's  T.-.OI  is  located  to  interdict  the  major  Delta 
enemy  infiltration  routes,  and  we  conclude!  that  the  enemy  was  moving 
through  our  TA0I  to  other  areas  void  of  American  Forces,  h'ith  the  exception 
of  three  (3)  major  contacts,  the  enemy  was  well  dispersed  and  only  traveled 

_ in  snail  groups  of  three  to  five  personnel.  Also, -due  to  the  fact  that  it 

was  the  wet  harvest  season,  local  Guerillas  and  local  forces  were  engaged 
in  harvesting  rice.  The  weather  and  terrain  also  effected  offensive  opera¬ 
tions.  Because  of  the  monsoon  season  closing  and  the  fact  that  the  majority 
of  the  Mekong  Delta  region  was  underwater  at  this  time,  offensive  operators 
were  shortened  in  length  to  afford  personnel  the  opportunity  to  properly 
"dry  out"  to  avoid  contracting  fungus  infections  and  "paddy  foot".  This  unit 

_ draws  its  intelligence  from  numerous  sources;  493d  MI  Detachment,  USAP." 

laison  Detachment,  Provincial  Recon  Unit  (PRU)  sources  and  from  actual 
combat  operations,  and  information  gained  from  Hoi  Chans  and  FC"'S.  To  cone 
with  the  enemy's  attempt  to  remain  hidden  and  avoid  major  contact,  we  not¬ 
ified  our  offensive  operations  to  meet  the  enemies  change  in  tactics.  These 
operations  and  modifications  will  'o  explained  in  detail  in  Section  I, 
paragraph  E  of  thi3  report,  as  will  the  recapitulation  of  enemy  losses  as 
a  direct  result  result  of  thi3  units  offensive  operations. 

S.  Operations:  Duo  to  the  flexible  organization  of  this  unit,  wo  are 
able  to  "tailor"  specific  forces  for  specific  operations  to  accomplish  cur 
mission  within  the  Brigade  TAOI.  During  this  reporting  period. this  unit 
conducted  primarily  Ranger  Raid,  Might  Hunter  and  Light  Ambush  Patrols. 
During  this  reporting  period  this  unit  ran  a  total  of  290  corfcat  missions 
in  ninety  days. 

(l)  Ranger  Raid:  This  type  operation  was  very  successful  during  this 
reporting  period,  ’/e  modified  our  operational  concept  of  this  mission 
slightly  to  cope  with  the  enemy's  attempt  to  stay  hidden  end  to  avoid  making 
contact.  _ 

(a)  Using  Hoi  Chans  on  the  insertion  slick  to  give  positive 
identification  of  intel  targets  or  target  areas. 

(b)  Inserting  at  night  on  targets  of  perishable  intelligence. 

(c)  Using  batallion  airmobile  targets,  inserting  first  to  eval¬ 
uate  the  poheiblc  productivity  of  their  targets. 

(d)  U3irg  airmobiling  batallions  to  File-on  once  we  have  estab¬ 
lished  contact  in  a  target  area. 

J  • 

Summation:  This  (particular  operation  provided  the  Brigade  with  its  two 
largest  contacts  of  the  reporting  period.  On  12  December  and  again  or  12 
January  Ranger  teams  inserted  on  intel  targets  and  on  Noth  occasion-, 
located  the  Hcadouarters  element  of  the  1st  KVA  Regiment.  After  contact 
was  initiated  this  unit  was  supported  by  the  airmobiling  6th  rat allion, 

31st  Infantry  witn  the  Pile-on  techinoue. 
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Sl’B.'ECT:  Onerational  Report  of  Lessons  I.eaPr.ed  (con't) 

2.  Night  Ambush  Patrols:  Due  to  the  fact  that  erery  activity 
was  most  prevelant  durinp  the  hours  of  darkness,  our  m.a’or  operation 
during  this  time  was  roving  Nirht  Ambush  patrols.  Targets  were 
chosen  on  known  enemy  infiltration  rtxitos,  known  or  str  eet  ed  cache 
sites,  known  or  suspected  areas  of  enery  troop  concentrations,  on  or 
near  areas  where  electrical  sensing  devices  were  implanted,  and  ir. 
hamlets  where  the  population  was  sympathetic  to  the  communist.  c-viS-;, 
This  operation  was  our  most  productive,  and  cur  ma.ior  concern  was  to 
vary  cur  insertion  methods  and  techniaues  to  add  deception  to  the 
actual  operation.  When  using  helicopters  for  insertion,  we  utilized  a 
series  of  false  indertions  and  extractions  for  deception  purposes, 

and  when  operating  in  the  Plain  of  Reeds  we  inserted  after  dark  by  .'.07 
(Air-cushioned  Vehicles)  to  avoid  position  detection  by  the  enemy. 
Operating  in  this  way  we  made  contact  or  sighted  with  the  enemy  an 
estimated  thirty  per-cent  of  our  missions. 

3.  Night  Hunter  Missions:  This  mission,  where  a  P anger  Team  is 
on  24  hour  stand-by  for  instant  reaction  to  Radar  Sightings,  "Oufflchag" 
activations  or  Brigade  directed  targets,  was  utilized  extensively  pro¬ 
ducing  few  tangible  results. 

Mien  going  into  an  area  that  is  not  populated  wc  normally  utilize  ""at 
Insertions."  Artillery  and/or  support,  ing  gunshirs  prep  the  L7.,  and 
when  the  insertion  slick  is  on  short  final,  gunships  surress  tv,a  Parks 
of  the  insertion  point.  The  insertion  point  is  marked  by  artillery 
with  a  White  Phospcrcus  (,,fP)  round  on  the  deck  while  illumination 
bursts  sinultaneously  overhead. 

When  inserting  into  peculated  areas  we  modify  the  method  of  insertion 
from  "Hot  to  Cold",  without  a  I.7,  prep,  to  preclude  wounding  or  killirp 
civilians.  This  method  also  does  not  telegraph  <xir  intent  to  insert 
until  the  WF  round  and  illumination  burst  on  the  target.  The  tv;o  con¬ 
tacts  we  had  on  this  mission  resulted  from  this  method  of  insertion. 

4.  Recapitulation  of  Enemy  Losses:  The  following  statistics  is 
a  recapitulation  of  enemy  losses  as  a  direct  result  of  this  units 
offensive  operations. 


MONTH 

MISSIONS 

sirHTitr-s 

CONTACTS 

KIA’S 

KBA’S 

November 

90 

38 

12 

16 

5 

December 

99 

25 

22 

36 

6 

January 

101 

25 

12 

21 

17 

TOTALS 

2?0 

98 

46 

73 

28 

During  this  reporting  we  also  captured  25  P0W*S,  13  individual  and 
1  crew  served  weapon,  40  pounds  of  eneny  vrebgear  and  equipment,  6 
enemy  radios,  and  about  30  pounds  of  documents 

F.  Training:  This  unit  maintains  a  constant  training  schedule  on  the 
subject  natter  pertinent  to  Ranger  Operational  techniaues,  and  sub¬ 
jects  necessary  for  operating  in  the  Mekong  Delta,  RVM.  0:r  norral 
training  cycle  is  set  to  completly  rotate  subject  matter  every  three 

S* 


AVBP-LP 


SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  Lessons  Learned  (con't) 


3  i  January  70 


X5L‘lV.°SSl1:  ™e  T-1—  «»».  Or  train!™ 

seventv  1  a  twenty  five  Der-cent  formal  instruction,  and 

Section  'l0b  tr?inin?  ^  *>«!■.  In  our  Options 

t o  1 Training  WCO  (SST~E6)  whoso  responsibility  it  is 

ain  an  effective  and  up  to  date  training  nr  opr am. 

By  oJ^WO^E8^  lr°  1°fJ3t41CL9y3tem  f°r  thls  Unifc  r'ose  a  constant  rrohlen. 
by  Se  Si  dZZr*1 authorized  a*PPly.  Comno  arri  Motor  Servants,  but 
parts  ThU  rJS  Tl  **  ***  "  authoriaed  t0  ^intain  a  FT.L  of  rerair 
repair  wSJk  U’  conp^e1^  dependent  on  our  Parent  Mn.it  for 

t??3  *  !fPfn3,fd  Vehicles  are  critically  important  items 

we™.  Jit’ 1  C°!*at  effe5tive  ^tin^.  Rerair  work  on  radios, 
t  i^  cons^ 1  i63  thnj,normal  Arry  logistic  channels  is  normally  very 
time-consuming  Wry  0ften  l^ves  us  short  critical  items  of  eouip-  ... 


”■  Recommendation,0113  LeaI'“‘'’  Co™"ie”’  Obeervntlon,.  E.alu.t 


ions,  and 


A.  Personnel: 

r epl ac eme nt f °j '  Tbia  unlt  13  unable  to  rely  on  normal  personnel' 

ISKSf  STJTK;  UM°  \he/act we  reQtlire  311  merfcers  to  be 

f-rn«w  5  *  "7  is  al3°  a  virtual  inpossibility  to  take  a  "green"  recruit 

with  out  ^r^or  ^nh^f  expecb  him  to  face  cur  normal  combat  experiences 
Without  prior  combat  experience  and  prior  knowledge  of  enen^tactics. 

and  Alrborne°TrS'nU°y:  ^  Z°S*ible  pcrsonnel  ^tb  stateside 'Ranger 
am  Airborne  trainging  should  he  assigned  to  this  specific  t*re  unit 

the  r2uirSrnIr  "'ben  this  replacement  Syst  em  cannot  prliuce 

rccr^Sln?^  ;  %hlS  Unlt  mst  be  to  conduct  monthly 

ews  o  larger  combat  units  to  replace  personnel  losses. 

9.  Operations s 

previ^sl^^ilS^rin5^!  °f  th°  different  rds-idns  mention 

Sth  v^uuK  f  iCT  S  t0  te6  "ReC°n”  Units  at  levels 

of  each  t74e  4erat^  ?UidenCe  fr°m  tWs  Unlt  33  to  the  fchntouM 
2.  Evaluation: 

(a)  Ranger  Raids:  This  type  mission  is  an  excellent  w  to 
IfS  lv  ' per.i?hab.1*  intel  tar?et3  and  to  find  ani  fix  the  enenpr. 

either  ^SStThe  t  3p3Clfic  t^pet  or  if  contact  is  made  we  can 
£-)Tl2ht  h^rtjwrseives  or  call  for  re- inf or cements. 
to  Hunber;J  This  mission  is  an  excellent  way  to  react 

t LC?l  3e"sin?  devices;  Again  this  mission  could  be  incor- 

"SS»  a  ^1’  ^ the  l«T*r  units  would  have  to 

tailor  a  special  force  for  this  specific  mission. 

.Recf™®rdations:  Might  Hunter  insertions  on  "Dufflebar"  activa- 
Ucns  due  to  the  fact  it  normally  takes  between  30  to  45  nimtes  froT 

s£uldC£  ellmdnS^ i0n  f  tL°°P3  °n  tarpet’  "Dufriebag-  activations 
culd  be  eliminated  as  a  target  source  for  this  mission,  a nd  should  be 
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iTtpapod  l\v  ;irt  illerp.  To  date  we  hav<-  hod  ncrat  ivo  r  *-:  It  *i  ir-  r*  ■ 
Tu ft']  ehap  net  ivaiinr.n. 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  AKMY 
AIR  CUSHION  VEHICLE  UNIT 
3rd  Bde,  9th  Inf  Div 
APO  San  Francisco  9637  1 

AVBB-CV  31  January  1970 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  Air  Cushion  Vehicle  Unit  for  period  ending 
31  January  1970. 

FROM:  Commanding  Officer 

Air  Cushion  Vehicle  Unit 
3rd  Bde,  9th  Inf  Div 
APO  San  Francisco  9637! 

TO:  Commanding  Officer 

3rd  Bde,  9th  Inf  Div 

ATTN:  AVBB-MH 

APO  San  Francisco  96171 


Section  I 

(L)  SIGNIFICANT  UNIT  ACTIVITIES:  During  the  period  the  ACV  Unit  conducted 
fourteen  conJat  operations  ranging  in  duration  from  two  to  six  days  and  totalling 
fifty-six  days  in  the  field.  All  combat  operations  were  conducted  in  the  Plain 
of  Reeds  area  in  the  western  end  of  the  Long  An  Province.  In  addition,  two 
driver- training  operations  were  conducted  at  Nha  Be  lasting  six  days.’  Units 
providing  infantry  platoons  that  were  attached  to  the  unit  for  operations  and 
the  days  each  worked  with  the  unit  are  indicated  below: 

Recon  Platoon,  5/60th  Inf:  4  days 

Company  C,  2/60th  Inf:  1  day 

Recon  Platoon,  6/31  st  Inf.:  20  days 

Long  An  Province  Intel  Platoon  (VN):  (Combined)  4  days 

Tu  Tea  District  PF  Platoon  (VN):  (Combined)  8  days 

Company  B,  5/60th  Inf:  5  days 

Company  A,  5/60th  Inf:  10  days 

Company  C,  6/31st  Inf:  8  days 

Company  A,  6/31 st  Inf:  4  days 


Two  ACV's  were  used  to  support  all  of  the  indicated  operations,  except  one 
operation  where  three  ACV's  were  used.  Platoon  strengths  ranged  from  seventeen 
to  thirty- six  personnel,  the  average  compliment  of  mounted  infantry  being  twelve 
troops  per  ACV.  Twelve  communists  were  KIA,  three  POW's  were  seized  and  five 
individual  weapons  were  captured  as  a  result  of  ACV  reconnaissance  and  ambush 
operations  in  Western  Long  An  Province. 

Significant  caches  were  found  near  FSB  Shiloh  on  19  November  and  20 
November.  Included  in  these  finds  were:  99  82mm  mortar  rounds,  92  B-40  rockets, 
36  B-41  rockets,  160  Chicom  hand  grenades,  40  Chicom  anti-tank  grenades,  17 
21  lb  cases  of  TNT,  4  Chicom  claymores,  1  AK-47  and  6200  rounds  of  SA  ammunition. 
On  9  December  near  FSB  Gettysburg,  another  cache  was  found  consisting  of  27  82nr, 
mortar  rounds,  24  B-40  rockets,  36  Chicom  hand  grenades,  8  Chicom  rifle  grenades 
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and  2200  rounds  of  SA  ammunition. 

One  ACV  was  destroyed  on  9  Jan  when  it  detonated  what  was  believed  to  be  a 
500  lb  bomb  west  of  FSB  Gettysburg.  Although  the  ACV  was  completely  destroyed, 
it  is  significant  to  note  that  none  of  the  17  personnel  aboard  were  killed. 

Operations  during  the  period  consisted  of  reconnaissance;  security;  night 
ambushes;  reaction  to  infantry  ambushes,  radar  sightings  and  dufflebag  readings; 
and  insertion  and  extraction  of  Infantry  ambushes.  Operations  were  primarily 
conducted  at  night  under  illumination  provided  by  artillery,  mortars,  and  hand 
held  flares.  Forward  bases  for  the  operations  were  FSBs  Shiloh  and  Gettysburg. 
Operations  were  closely  coordinated  and  executed  with  the  Commander,  Task  croup 
1949,  US  Navy  in  the  "Giant  Slingshot"  area  of  operations.  Support  from  Navy 
'Seawalf"  gunships  and  "Black  Pony"  OV-IO  assault  aircraft  was  readily  avail¬ 
able  and  used  several  times  to  cover  ACV  operations. 

During  this  period,  training  and  replacement  of  many  critical  personnel  was 
accomplished.  Included  are  the  Unit  C.O.,  Vehicle  commander,  all  primary  ACV 
drivers,  and  numerous  other  unit  personnel. 

Four  formal  ACV  Orientations  were  conducted  during  the  reporting  period. 


1. 

Nov 

23 

MG  Rowny  -  DCS  R&D 

BG  Black  -  ACSF0R 

2. 

Dec 

l; 

Major  of  San  Diego,  Calif. 

3. 

Dec 

26 

LTG  Minh, 

BG  Girard  -  CMAC 

4. 

Jan 

27 

COL  Inskeep, 

LTC  Smith  -  ACTIV 

Commander 

's 

Report 

(a)  Problems 


l.  The  loss  of  ACV  USA#  6815902  on  9  Jan  reduced  the  number  of  ACV ’ s 
on  hand  to  two.  Since  there  is  now  no  backup  craft  available,  it  can  be 
expected  that  longer  maintenance  periods  will  be  occasionally  required.  How¬ 
ever,  due  to  Che  much  improved  maintenance  and  logistical  operations,  the  unit 
expects  to  continue  operations  at  its  present  high  rate  of  availability. 

(b)  Personnel  and  Logistical  support 

l.  The  unit  has  experienced  an  acceptable  rate  of  personnel  replace¬ 
ment.  AH  primary  drivers  were  trained  and  replaced  during  the  period,  along 
with  one  new  vehicle  commander.  Although  eleven  key  personnel  will  DER0S  in  the 
next  120  days,  it  is  felt  that  no  serious  problems  will  arise  if  the  present 
rate  of  replacements  is  maintained. 

(c)  Tactical  and  technical  innovations, 
la  Overland  night  operations: 

On  24  November  1969  two  Air  Cushion  vehicles  conducted  a  night 
ambush  near  FSB  Shiloh.  This  ambush  was  conducted  to  verify  the  feasibility  of 
utilizing  the  ACV  in  this  role  and  in  support  of  other  ground  infantry  ambushes.  . 
The  success  of  this  and  subsequent  night  operations  has  led  the  unit  to  operate 
primarily  at  night  in  support  of  infantry  elements. 

Ill  Lessons  Learned 
(a) Training 

l.  Observation:  Concerted  driver  training  programs  can  be  effectively 
conducted  within  capabilities  of  the  unit  in  a  relatively  short  period. 


S  S' 


Eva  I  uatl  on  :  Purln^  1  it*c  »*r  Im*  r  4  c«jik  **rf  «*.l  dnv**r  i  r<iimii)>  i-rograr. 
was  coiidmtvd  within  the  unit  l<>  replace  t  hr  thrrr  departing  primary 
Jrtvers.  After  extensive  classroom  instruction  and  training,  tin-  unit 
conducted  two  three  day  driver  training  operations  at  Nha  he.  Alter  this 
extensive  water  training  at  Nha  he,  the  trainee  drivers  will  be  integrated 
into  combat  overland  operations  under  the  close  supervision  of  the 
experienced  drivers.  This  extensive  effort  resulted  in  giving  basic 
background  instruction  to  new  primary  drivers  with  only  a  six  day  loss  >1 
combat  availability. 

Recommendation:  The  results  obtained  I  mm  a  six  day  driver  training 
operation  greatly  enhance  the  training  ol  new  drivers,  and  should  be 
ciint  inued. 

(JO  Personnel 

2.  Observation:  Survivability  •>!  personnel  on  board  Af.V's  is 
out  standing. 

Evaluation:  On  4  January  1470,  ACV  402  was  destroyed  when  it  struct' 
what  was  believed  to  be  a  dud  500  lb.  bomb.  Although  fourteen  of  the 
seventeen  personnel  on  board  the  ACV  were  injured,  no  one  was  killed,  and 
all  but  one  man  was  quickly  returned  to  duty.  This  man  will  lully  recover. 

Recommendation:  That  the  effects  of  overpressure  and  turbulence  be 
researched  as  a  dissipator  of  an  explosive  force, 
ic)  Operations 

Observation:  Throughout  the  reporting  period  ACV's  operated  primarilv 
at  night  In  ambushes  and  as  a  reaction  force  to  support  ground  infantry 
ambushes,  radar  sightings  and  dufflcbag  activations.  The  Plain  of  Reeds 
provides  a  very  suitable  terrain  for  the  ACV  operations  and  illumination 
provided  by  artillery,  mortars  and  hand-held  flares  provides  sufficient 
light  to  navigate  and  search  for  the  enemy. 

Recoiwnendation:  That  the  ACV  Unit  continue  to  expand  its  night 
operations  in  the  Plain  of  Reeds  area,  and  if  sufficient  support  is 
available,  in  other  suitable  areas  in  Long  An  Province. 

Observation:  ACV  ambushes  are  effective  and  provide  excellent 
flexibility  as  a  point  of  departure  for  subsequent  night  operations. 

Evaluation:  On  the  night  of  1-2  December  1469  at  0435  hours  a  group 
of  10-12  Communists  moved  into  the  center  of  the  prepared  night  location 
of  the  ACV  Unit  and  is  disnounted  infantry  elements.  Five  enemy  were 
killed  and  one  was  captured  from  the  ambush  with  no  U.S.  casualties.  ACV 
ambushes  located  In  the  general  area  of  other  ground  infantry  ambushes 
provide  fast  and  effective  support  to  elements  who  have  made  contact. 

Recommendation:  That  ACV  ambushes  be  planned  in  close  coordination 
with  infantry  ambushes  so  that  reaction  support  can  be  utilized  with  a 
minimum  of  reaction  tine. 

Observation:  Two  Air  Cushion  Vehicles  are  capable  of  sustaining 
insertion/extraction/reaction  support  for  two  rifle  companies  without 
additional  support. 

Evaluation:  Throughout  December  and  January  the  ACV  unit,  while 
operating  out  of  FSB  Gettysburg,  inserted,  extracted  and  provided  the 
reaction  force  for  the  one/two  companio(s)  located  at  the  FSB.  No  major 
problems  were  encountered  during  emplacement  or  extraction  of  the  ambushes 
and  a  C&C  aircraft  was  required  only  on  inserting  in  unfamiliar  or  rough 
terrain.  The  insertions  and  extractions  can  be  completed  relatively  fast 
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due  to  the  speed  of  the  ACV  and  its  load  carrying  capability  of  one  platoon 
(20-28  personnel)  per  craft. 


Recommendation:  That  supported  commanders  continue  to  challenge  the 
Air  Cushion  Vehicle  Unit  for  support  in  imaginative  combat  and  auxiliary 


combat  support  roles. 


for  DUANE  B  ROOT 
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MAJOR,  Armor 


Commanding 
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